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HE firſt Edition of this little Work, 
was publiſhed at Leipſic in 1778, 
and ſome few detached paſſages of it in- 
ſerted in the Weſtminſter Magazine for 
June 1778. Several perſons who. were 
pleaſed with thoſe ſpecimens of the Per- 


formance, expreſſed their defire to ſee 


' the whole of it in an Engliſh dreſs. The) vf 


Author, who is now well known to be 
an officer of diſtinction in the French 
ſervice, ſpent a conſiderable time in Pruſ- 
ſia, where he had an opportunity of | 
making himſelf well acquainted with the 
different ſubjects he has treated. It muſt, 
indeed, be allowed that what he has 
written is extremely inſtructive and amu- 
ſing. His work, which has been highly 
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ſpoken of in different foreign journals, has 
gone through ſeveral impreſſions, having 
been reprinted at Amſterdam and other 
places. The preſent Tranſlation is from 
the laſt edition of it printed in Switzer- 
land, in 1779. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, AND 
- DISCIPLINE 


OF HIS MAJESTY 
— 


THE KING OF P RUSSIA; ec. 


— 


URING the reign of Frederick Wil- 

liam, ſurnamed the Great Elector, the 
Houſe of Brandenburg began to make a 
diſtinguiſhed figure in Europe. His ſon Fre- 
derick, the firſt king of Pruſſia, ſeemed to 
be more deſirous of ſupporting the pomp 
of royalty, than of cultivating the true 
means of increaſing the ſplendor of his 
houſe. Frederick-William II. his ſucceſſor, 
advanced with gigantic ſteps in the road 
his grandfather, the Great Elector, had 
marked out for him. He formed a military 
ſyſtem till then unknown in Europe ; 
he eſtabliſhed that diſcipline which every 
other power has been ſtriving to imitate, 
ang that mechaniſm, if we may ſo call it, 
2 A by 


* 


by which every part of it is ſo firmly 
connected. The judicious diſcernment of 
this prince made him ſenſible that the power 
of the Houſe of Brandenburg would for a 
long time be precarious; and that a nume- 
rous and well diſciplined army could 
alone conſtitute its baſis and ſupport. His 
politics, therefore, were founded wholly on 
ſtrength, and his government became alto- 
gether military. 

FRED ERIC II. the reigning King, entered, 
like a truly great man into the views of his 
predeceſſors. He was no ſooner ſeated on 
the throne, than he made conſiderable ad- 
ditions to his military eſtabliſhment; and 
we have ſince ſeen him gradually increaſing 
it, till it is become equal to that of the 
moſt formidable powers. As to his tactics 
and diſcipline, they are nearly che ſame as 
thoſe of his father Frederick-William, 
whoſe general maxims of government he 
has likewiſe adopted. He well knows 
that in civil as well as military matters, 
there 1s nothing ſo dangerous as great 
changes, eſpecially When a ſtate is ſur- 
rounded, and likely to be attacked, by jea- 
lous and powerful neighbours. 

From the beginning of his reign, there- 
fore, he has contented himſelf with per- 
fecling what he found eſtabliſhed. He 
has been at infinite pains to render his 
forces ſuperior to thoſe of his enemies, 

not 
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not only by the number and appearauce 


of his troops, but by the order and diſcipline 
he has taken care to eſtabliſh among them. 
Frequent exerciſes, and the continual pains 
that have been beſtowed on them, under 
the King's immediate inſpection, have 
brought the Pruſſian troops to the higheſt 
degree of perfection their tactics can poſſibly 
allow them to arrive at. 

Taz King of Pruſſia's military ſtrength is 
without doubt conſiderable, but this is per- 
haps not ſo much owing to the intrinſic 
bravery of his troops, as to the excellence 
of their diſcipline, the eaſe with which 
they are brought together, the ſagacious 
arrangements by which they are enabled 
to take the field, at a time when they are 
the leaſt ex pected; and laſtly, the economy 
that has rade in the management of 
the finances ever fince the firſt eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Pruſſian monarchy. 

I suALl. endeavour to inveſtigate the 
. means this Prince has employed to elevate 
his power to a pitch that muſt far exceed 
the idea its founders could poſſibly conceive 


of it; but before I ſay any thing of his 


troops, and of the eſtabliſhments that more 
immediately concern them, I think it ne- 
ceſſary to give a ſketch of the private life 
of this monarch, and of his daily occu- 
pations, that the reader may be the bet- 


ter enabled to form an idea of the. genus 
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. 
of a fovereign who has ſo extended the 
power of Pruſſia, and who has given to 
this power a degree of firmneſs propor- 
tioned to its magnitude. This ſketch will 
ſerve to ſhew how much the talents, and 
the aſſiduous attention of a ſovereign may 
contribute to the greatneſs of an empire. 
FREDERICK, Who is confeſſedly one of the 
greateſt men that ever filled a throne, may 
be truly ſaid to govern by himſelf, and 
without miniſters, for the perſons to whom 
he gives this title can only be ſaid to copy 
the orders he delivers to them. It 1s 
he who regulates and gives directions on 
every ſubject that relates either to political 
or military affairs, to finances, legiſlation, 
or commerce. He himſelſ is the general 
and the inſpector of his troops. Con- 
ſidered as a great ſoldier, a ſtateſman, a man 
of letters, a philoſopher, a poet, this Prince 
mult certainly be allowed to poſſeſs all the 
qualities that lead to fame and power, He 
is bold in his projects; and his ſucceſs in 
theſe may be attributed to. the ſagacity 
with which they are planned, and the dex- 
terity with which they are executed. In 
tne field, he 1s diſtinguiſhed for his ſupe- 
rior {kill in the choice of his poſts, as well 
as in the diſpoſal of his army for battle. 
His perſonal courage is great, and when it 
is neceſſary, he charges at the head of his 


troops. Adored by his ſoldiers, feared by 
| ; his 


| 531 


his officers, and, what is one of his great- 
eſt advantages, ſure of the diſcipline 
and regularity of his troops, he knows 
how to avail himſelf of the quickneſs of 
their manceuvres, to hazard ſudden and 
unexpected movements, in which he is ge- 
nerally ſucceſsful; on the other hand it 
mult be acknowledged, that in ſieges, 
whether it be in the attack or the defence 
of a place, his abilities are but moderate. 
The offenſive is that part of the art of 
war which is the moſt analogous to his mi- 
litary genius. 

His Majelty ſpeaks almoſt all the modern 
languages; in an cafy and graceful man- 
ner, He is likewiſe well verſed in moſt 
of the ſciences, and appears to be per- 
ſectly diveſted of prejudices, appreciating 
a man by what he is, and not by what he 
believes, believing himſelf little or nothing. 
Though naturally parſrmonious, he is oc- 
caſionally magnificent, rewarding liberally, 
though rarely, and poſſeſſing the happy 
talent of attaching perſons to his ſervice, 
rather by keeping them in expectation, 
than by laviſhing favours on them. As 
to the King's perſon, we may remark, that 
he is rather below the middle ſize, but well 
made, and of a ſtrong and healthy conſti- 
tution, having been accuſtomed from his 
tendereſt years to hard labour both of 
vey: and mind, He ſtoops much, yet there 
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is a ſtriking dignity in his appearance; 
and although he is ſhort- ſighted, his fine blue 
eyes are full of vivacity and fire. He is 
uſually dreſſed in a plain ſuit of regimentals, 
and in boots. His uniform conſiſts of a 
blue coat faced with red, and a yellow 
waiſtcoat and breeches. As he is a great 
economiſt in dreſs, his cloaths are com- 
monly old and ſhabby, and he wears no 
other mark of diſtinction than the order of 
the Black Eagle. He is by no means nice 


about his boots, and he does not often 


allow himſelf a new pair, ſo that in gene- 
ral they are rather of a dirty brown than 
of a black colour. Now and then, though 
very rarely, on grand feſtivals, he appears 
in an embroidered ſuit of blue velvet; this 
with one, or at the moſt, two ſuits of regi- 
mentals, conſtitutes the whole of his ward- 
robe. His hair is always cued, and care- 
leſsly twiſted into a ſingle buckle at the 
ſides. He takes a great deal of Spaniſh 
ſnuff, and makes uſe of a large and very 
rich \nuff-box. I never ſaw a perſon make a 
more military appearance than this Prince 
does on horſeback, and it is eaſy, even 


. the negligence of his apparel, to 


diſtinguiſh the warrior. | 
NoTnrinc can be more uniform than his 
private life. He conſtantly riſes at four 
o'clock in the ſummer, and at five in win- 
ter, and fpends only two minutes at his 
toilet. 


14 

toilet. He ſleeps without a cap, and has 
no flippers or night gown, but puts on 
his boots at his bed-fide, after which one 
of his footmen combs his hair and ſhaves 
him. The adjutant of the firſt battalion 
of guards then brings him a written 
liſt of all the perſons that are arrived 
at, or gone from Potſdam, and of every 
thing that has occurred in that garriſon. 
The King after delivering his orders to 
this officer, retires into an inner cabinet, 
where he employs himſelf in private till 
ſeven o'clock; when he paſſes into an- 
other apartment to drink chocolate. Here 
he finds upon the table all the letters 
addreſſed to him from Potſdam, Ber- 
lin, and the other parts of his dominions; 
foreign letters are placed upon a ſeparate 
table. After reading all theſe letters, he 
writes hints or notes in the margin of thoſe 
which his ſecretaries are to anſwer, and then 
returning into the inner cabinet, carries with 
him ſuch as he means to write or dictate 
an anſwer to himſelf, and here he em- 
ploys himſelf till nine o'clock with one of 
his private ſecretaries; he then goes back 
into the former apartment, where he finds 
three ſecretaries, each of whom gives his 
Majeſty an account of what he has done, 
after which the King delivers his orders 
to them, with the letters they are to an- 
{wer, None of theſe anſwers, however, 
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are ſent off till they have been read and 
ſigned by the King. At ten o'clock, the 
generals who are about his perſon (and he 
calls for all of them in their turn) attend 
him in his cloſet, where his Majeſty con- 
verſes with them on the news of the day, 
politics, tactics, &c. and gives audience to 
ſuch perſons as have had previous notice 
to attend. 

Ar eleven o'clock he gets on horſe- 
back, and three days in the week rides to 
the parade, where he ſees the guard re- 
lieved; on theſe occaſions he gives the word 
of command, and ſtays till the troops 
have filed off, In the ſummer months, 
feveral regiments march twice a-week to a 
little diſtance from Potſdam, and the King 
attends and exerciſes them in perſon, for 
the ſpace of an hour at the moſt, and ſome- 
times not ſo long; for in Pruſſia the ſoldier 
is taught no manceuvres but ſuch as he is 
to practiſe in battle. On the other days 
of the week, when he is not employed 
with his troops, the King is to be ſeen 
riding through the ſtreets of Potſdam, at- 
tended only by a ſingle page and an aid- 
de-camp In this manner he viſits the build- 
ings that are erecting by his order, and 
ſees that every thing is properly conducted. 
In fine weather it is no unuſual thing for 
him to make theſe viſits on foot. Af— 
ter this he returns to Sans Souci, where 


ke 
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he finds his generals, and the reſt of the 


company he has invited to his table. If 


the weather is favourable, he walks in the 
garden with theſe gentlemen till one o'clock : 
in bad weather their walk is confined 
to the great gallery, After this walk he 
retires for a_ quarter of an hour to his 
cabinet, and then returns to his company, 


and places himſelf at table. 


The dinner 


conſiſts of eight diſhes only, excluſive of 


the foup and bquilli, and only one diſh is 
{ſerved up at a time. His Majeſty has 


no carver, but does the honours of the 
table himſelf, like a private gentleman. 
Of the eight diſhes, four are in the French, 
and two in the Italian taſte ; the other twa 
are ſuited to the King's particular palate. 
They are all of them ſucculent, and extremely 
well cooked, each diſh being dreſſed by a diſ- 
tinct cook, who has a kitchen to him- 
ſelf, and a ſcullion to aſſiſt him, ſo that 
the King's table, though far from being 


ſumptuous, is very expenſive. 


The deſert 


conſiſts of three glaſſes of dried ſweetmeats, 
fome plates of creams, bleaumange, and the 
like; and fix of different ſorts of fruit, 
which are always the choiceſt and moſt 
delicious that can be procured, the King 
being a great epicure with regard to fruit, 
ſo that he has it ſent him from different 
parts of Europe, although his own gardens 
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and hot houſes produce him excellent fruit 
all che year round. 

His Majeſty cats heartily, and a good. 
While; he drinks a bottle of Burgundy, a 
few glafles of Champagne, and now and 
then, though rarely, à little cordial after 
the French manner, 2 continues at table 
401 half paſt three, and converles very good 


bunouredly with his company during the 


deſert. None but generals, colonels, and 
a ſcw other perſons, ſuited to the King's 
taſte, are admitted to theſe private parties. 
Strangers ncver dine with the King but 
when there is a court, which does not often 
happen, and indeed never at Sans Souci, 
which is his Majeſty's ordinary reſidence. 

Wrrx the King riſes from table, he with- 
draws into another apartment, where coffee 
1s ſerved up, and where he finds the per- 
ions he has previoully ordered to attend 
him. for nobody comes to Sans Souci wich— 
out his order, not even bis miniſters. As 
for the foreign miniſters, they are obliged 
to apply to the King by letter whenever 
they are dcfirous of an audience, and fo 
is every other perfon who wiſhes to [peak 
wo him; when his Majeſty is diſpoſed to fee 
them, he anſwers their letter, and names 
the day and the minute they are to at- 
tend, When no answer is ſent, it is equi— 
valent to a refuſal. 


Al hve O clock, every body 15 diſmiſſed, 
and 


bu} 


and the King retires to his cloſet, where 
he finds his private ſecretaries, who are 
ready with the anſwers to the letters he 
had delivered to them in the morning. 
He reads and very often corrects theſe 
anſwers with his pen, after which he ſigns 
them, and at fix o'clock precilely they are 
ſealed and diſpatched; ſo that any one 
who writes to his Majeſty, and takes care 
to ſend his letter to the proper office, is 
ſure of receiving an anſwer the day ſol- 

lowing. 
| At ſix o'clock the buſineſs of che day 
is over, and the King goes into the mu— 
ſic apartment, where thack is a concert, in 
which his Majeſty is often a performer 
upon the flute. The King gives orders what 
pieces ſhall be played, and in general no 
perſon is admitted to this concert, except 
the general officers who have apartments 
at Sans Souci. The concert ends at ſeven 
o'clock, after which, in ſummer time, and 
in. fine, weather, the King takes a walk 
in his gardens till eight o'clock, when he 
wiſhes his generals a good-night, and re- 
tires. His Majeſty never hunts, nor does 
he ever amule himſelf at play. In win- 
ter, inſtead of walking after the concert, 
one of his pages reads ſome new work 
to him, and very often before the reader 
has got through the ſecond page, the King 
takes the book out ol his hand, and reads 
B 2 out 
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dut himſelf aloud for half an hour, after 
which he retires to his bed- chamber, where 
he finds Colonel Quintus *, with whom he 
converſes in a familiar manner; one of his 
cooks (for he has no clerk of the kitchen 


at Sans Souci) then brings him a bill of 


fare for the next day's dinner, with the 

rice of each diſh marked in the margin. 

he King {ſtrikes out what he does not 
like, and orders ſomething elſe in its ſtead, 
exclaiming at the ſame time againſt the 
roguery of his domeſtics, but after all leaves 
the prices as he finds them ; at the ſame 
time he receives the account of his ſtables, 
and of the expences of his houſehold, 
kitchen, &c. He puts them all by in order, 
and fettles them once a month, when he 
makes no little noiſe if they happen to 
be more than uſual; but notwithſtanding 


all this diſturbance (as I have juſt now re- 


marked) he makes no deduction, but pays 
the whole of the bills. | 

As ſoon as theſe domeſtic matters are 
ſettled, his Majeſty undreſſes himſelf, gets 
into bed, and continues tb joke with Quin- 
tus till he drops aflcep; the Colonel then 


* Thus officer 18 lately dead. The King was far from 
being munificent to him during his lifetime, but after his 
death his Majeſty ſent the Colonel's widow fix thouſand 
crowns, granted her a penſion of four hundred crowns, and 
gave her twelve thouſand crowns: for her huſband's library, 
which was faid to be much more than it was really worth. 


walks 


A 


walks gently out of the room on tip-töe, 
ſhuts the door after him, and returns to 
Potſdam. Every day is paſled in the ſame 
manner. The King has no guard at Sans 
Souci ; only at fix in the evening four 
men are ſent from Potſdam, with a corpo- 
ral, who places a centinel at the door of 
the palace. This guard returns to Potl- 
dam at four in the morning. 

Hrs Majeſty has never any of the: 8 
officers of the crown near his perſon; 
nor any chamberlain, maſter of the houſe- 
hold, &c. Two pages, two equerries, four 
under equerries, four footmen, an hey- 
duc, (who is a perſon of truſt,) and two huſſars 
of the bed-chamber, compole the whole of 
his houſehold. When the King travels on 
horſeback, his whole ſuite conſiſts of a 
Page, an equerry, and a groom, with a 
led horſe. This Monarch has neither, 
coach nor carriage at Sans Souci, and 
never gets into a carriage, except in long 
journies “. 

When he viſits Berlin, Spandau, Bran- 
denburg, or even Magdeburg, his Ma- 
jeſty is always on horſeback, and with no 


In the ſpeech his Pruſſian Majeſty made to his gene- 
rals, juſt before bis laſt journey into Sileſia, he leaded his 
advanced age, as an excuſe for his making uſe of a carriage. 
„I cannot,” ſaid he, . Gentlemen, travel as I ufed to do, 
* but on the day of battle you ſhall fee me on horſeback, 
and I expect that you will all follow my example.“ T. 
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other ſuite than what I; have mentioned, 
excepting the aid-de-camps, Who accompany 
him when he reviews his troops. 

His Pruſhan Majeſty fees all his troops 
twice a-year. They are collected into a 
corps in each province. The King pales 
them in review, and lees them manoeuvre. 

Tus reviews at Berlin are the moſt bril- 
liant of any. Beſides the garriſon, which 
conſiſts of five-and-twenty or thirty thou- 
ſand men, his Majeliy orders thither the 
garriſon of Spandau, together with ſeveral 


regiments of cavalry, dragoons, and huſſars, 


ſo as to compole all together a body of 
about ſixty thouſand men, The reviews 
and general exerciſes continue ten or twelve 
days, and the ſcene of this military ex- 
hibition is a plain near Charlottenbourg, 
one of the Kings palaces ſituated at the 


_diſtance of a mile from Berlin, at the end 
of the Great Park, During thele reviews 


his Majeſty uſually reſides at Charlot- 
tenbourg. There are likcwife great ma- 
ncoeuvres in Pruſſia in the month of June, 
in Sileſia in the month of Auguſt, and 
at Potſdam about the end of Septem- 
ber. Theſe laſt are the moil conlider- 


able, as they exhibit all the grand ma- 


nœuvres of war. No perion can be pre- 


ſent at theſe reviews without the King's 
permiſſion, which is not caſily procu- 


red 


. W ! 


red at Potſdam, whereas at any of the 
other places he ſeldom refuſes it. 

To this general picture of the manner in 
which this Prince ſpends his time, it may not 
be improper to add {ome few anecdotes 
that are perfectly characteriſtic of his diſpo- 
ſition. The circumſtance that does him 
the greateſt honour, 1s his never having put 
any perſon to death, not even thoſe who 
have attempted his life. During the courſe of 
the laſt war, while he was in Sileſia, his 
valet de chambre was prevailed on to give 
him poiſon. . The King, who is an excellent 
phyſiognomiſt perceiving one morning that 
his ſervant trembled as he was giving him 
his chocolate, immediately ſaid to him, 
looking at him with great ſteadfaſtneſs at the 
ſame time, 7e ſuis certain que tu es pays pour 
* mempoiſonner.” ] am certain you have 
been bribed to poiſon me.” The man de- 
nied it, but the King gave the chocolate to 
a dog, and the animal died two hours afſter- 
wards. His Majeſty contented himſelf with 
getting from the fellow the manner in which 
he had been bribed,and by whom, after which, 
without mentioning the affair to any one 
at the time, he ſent him to Spandau “, 
from whence he was releaſed a few years 
ago. 

Tur Baron Von enen Sileſian noble— 
man, who had contrived to gain the King's 


This is the fortreſs in which Kate priſoners are confined. T. 
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eonfidence, laid a plan, during the laſt war, 
to deliver his Majeſty into the hands of the 
Auſtrians. The Baron informed them that 
the King rode out every day to reconnoitre, 
attended only by 2 or four perſons on 
horſeback, and he appointed with the 
Auſtrian general a day and hour for carry- 
ing him off, This nobleman had. choſen 
for his accomplice in this ſcheme, the cu- 
rate of the village in which the King re- 
ſided. The curate uſed to carry the letters 
to the Auſtrian poſts. One day juſt as the 
King was getting on horſeback, one of the 
Baron's ſervants came and threw himſelf 
at his Majeſty's fect, preſenting him at the 
ſame time with a letter, which his maſter 
had ordered him to deliver to the curate : 
Sire, ſaid he, I believe this letter concerns your 
Majejly. The King opened the letter, and 
perceiving in it the cleareſt indications of 
the conſpiracy, he immediately ſent to re- 
connoitre if there was really an ambuſcade 
at the place mentioned, and the moment he 
was convinced of the fact, he diſpatched 
an officer at the head of a detachment of 
cavalry, with orders to arreſt the Baron, 
who, under a pretence of buſineſs was 
gone to fleep at/one of his ſeats, two miles 
from the Kings quarters. 

The officer, who knew nothing of the 
Kings motives for iſſuing this order, deliver— 
ed it with much politeneſs to the Baron, 


wha 


1 


who received it with great ſeeming tran- 
quillity and good-humour, breakfaſted with 
the officer, and; in ſhort, acted his pars 
with ſo much dexterity and caſe, that the 
latter ſuffered him to retire for a moment 
to another apartment, which facilitated his 
eſcape, as there was a window open, and a 
horſe ready to receive him; ſo that he was 
at a conſiderable diſtance before the officer 
knew of his flight. It was then impoſſible 
to overtake him, When the King was in- 
formed by the officer of his ill ſuccels, his 
Majeſty did no more than ſay to him with 
great coolneſs: © Get back to your regi- 
ment Lou are a very awkward fellow, 
* and I ſhall certainly never employ you 
again in ſuch a commiſſion.“ 


. 4 4 . g 
Taz King's ordinary reſidence is at Sans 


Souci ſeven or eight months of the year; 
he ſpends the whole of November, and two 
thirds of December at Potſdam, and is at 
Berlin only during the Carnival, which be- 


gins on the twenty-ſecond of December, 
and ends on the twenty-fourth of January. | 


The palace of Sans Souci, which was 
built by his Majeſty, is agreeably ſituated 
about a quarter of a league from Pot{dam, 
on a riſing ground. It is a low building, 
the ſtile of which is extremely ſimple. The 
apartments are judiciouſly laid out, and 
furniſhed with great taſte. In this palace 
there is an admirable gallery of pictures, 
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in Which the King has collected many 


capital performances of the moſt celebrated 


painters, particularly of thoſe of the Fle- 
miſh ſchool. The gardens are ſpacious, 
and abound with ornaments, ſuch as ſta- 
tues, vales, &c. One part of them is ſet 
apart for the choiceſt and beſt fruit trees. 
No perſon is allowed to go to Sans Souct, 
not even the Royal Family, without the 
King's ſpecial permiſſion. He has always, 
as I faid, three or four generals about his 


perſon, and theſe with their ſervants have 


apartments in a part of the palace con- 
ſtructed for this purpoſe. They dine every 
day at the King's table, at which there are 


_ uſually twelve or fourteen covers. At the 


end of the gardens belonging to Sans Souci 
his Majeſty has erected the New Palace (le 
Palais Neuf), which is fituated about a 
teague from Potſdam, in a low and marſh 
ſituation, and upon a fandy foil. This 
palace has been raiſed fince the peace, and 
has coſt the King upwards of fix millions 
of crowns, excluſive of the furniture, which 
is truly ſuperb. His Majeſty has adopted 
the Compoſite order in this edifice, and 
has ornamented it with a great number of 
fine ſtatues, which have a fine effect. The 
inſide of the building is extremely conve- 
nient, but in a ſingular taſte. The moſt 
curious apartment in this palace, is that 
which 1s named the Grotto, It is, properly 
| {peaking, 


1 


ſpeaking, the hall, and is formed entirely 
of marble, Over this there is another 
apartment nearly in the ſame taſte. 

Ix front of the palace are the offices, to 

which you aſcend by a flight of marble 
ſteps: theſe are connected with che main 
building by a beautiful double colonade, 
One of theſe wings is intended for the re- 
ception of ſtrangers, and the other for the 
King's houſehold. At the two extremities 
of the court that fronts the palace, are two 
buildings, with extenſive inner courts; one 
of theſe is for the houſe-keeper, gardeners, 
&c. and the other conſiſts of coach-houles, 
ſtables, &c. 

Warn his Majeſty expects a viſit from 
the Royal Family and the princeſſes are to 
be of the party, he receives them at this 
new palace, where he regales them. with 
grand feaſts, balls, French plays, Italian 
and, comic operas, &c. The court on ſuch 
occahons is extremely brilliant, and not 
only the Royal Family and foreign princes, 
but hkewiſe officers, and all foreigners of 
any note are invited to dine with the, King, 
The diverſions of the theatre finiſh at four 
o'clock, when the company fit dawn at 
two tables. The firſt table, which conſiſts 
of fifty or ſixty covers, is for the Royal 
Family, and for ſuch foreigners as have 
been invited; the ſecond is ſet apart for 
the officers of the garriſon of Potſdam, 
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The tables are the ſame every day, the only 
variation is in the diverſions. 

His Majeſty invites the wives of all his 
officers without diſtinction, and they play 
and ſup with the princeſſes. As for the 
King he lives in his uſual manner, and eats 
no ſupper. As theſe viſits are by no means 
very pleaſing to him, he makes chem as 
ſhort as poſlible, and at the expiration of 
eight or ten days diſmiſſes his brothers, 
ſiſters, nieces, &c. without any ceremony. 
It is right to obſerve likewiſe, that theſe 
parties are ſeldom repeated oftener than 
once or, at the 'moſt, twice a-year. As 
ſoon as the princes and princeſſes with the 
reſt of the court are departed, the King re- 
turns to Sans Souci, and every thing re- 
ſumes its uſual order. His Majeſty ſeems 
to be very fond of his family, which is 
very numerous; he likewiſe lives on good 
terms with the Queen, but he ſees her only 
two or three times in a year, and ſhe 
ſeldom comes to Potſdam. PEO, 

Tun Prince Royal of Pruſſia, who is 
nephew to the King, and preſumptive heir 
to the Crown, reſides at Potſdam, with 
the Princeſs Royal his ſpouſe; nor is he 
ſuffered to be abſent a fingle night from 
the garriſon without the King's expreſs 
permiſhon. There 1s no more favour ſhewn 
to him than to any other officer of his 


rank, which 1s — that of a Major Gene- 
841 | ral, 


. 1 


ral. This Prince is but indifferently lodged, 
which by the bye is ſomewhat extraordi- 
nary, in a city where almoſt every body is 
magnificently accomodated. His whole 
ſuite conſiſts of two aid-de-camps, who 


are allowed him by the King, with forty- - 


five thouſand crowns per annum for his 
ſupport, The Princeſs Royal has a farther 
allowance of two thouſand crowns an- 
nually for pin money, and his Majeſty 
often makes her preſents in cloaths, jewels, 
Kc. The King likewiſe takes upon him- 
ſelf the expences of the Prince's ſtables, 
but his Royal Highneſs is expected to fur- 


niſh the horſes and carriages. The Prince's + 


children, two ſons and two daughters, are 
maintained, together with, their governors 
and attendants, at the King's expence, and 
are educated on a plan that is certainly 
well calculated to make them ſtrong and 
healthy. There are few private people in 
ealy circumſtances who would not think 
the health of their children endangered, 
were they to rear them in a ſimilar manner. 
The eldeſt, a fine boy fix years old, is 
almoſt inceſſantly expoſed to the ſun, and 
to every kind of weather. They make 
him walk ſix or eight miles every day. He 
is very often wet through in thele ex- 
curſions, but is never ſuffered to put on dry 
cloathing: the conſequence ofallthis is, thatthe 
young prince enjoys the beſt health, and is of 
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aſtoniſhing ſtrength for a child of his age. 


His father, the Prince Royal, is one of the 
talleſt and fineſt men of the king's army, be- 
ing at leaſt {ix feet two inches high. This 
Prince is of a very affable diſpoſition, and 
endued with the moſt amiable qualities. His 
wife, Who is a Princeſs of Heſſe-Darm ſtadt, 
is tall, of a pleaſing figure, and poſſeſſed of 
great good nature, Her Royal Highneſs's 


court conſiſts of a chamberlain, a miſtreſs 
of the robes, and two ladies of the bed- 


chamber. Colonel Forcade performs the 
functions of marſhal to this little court. Four 
pages wait on the Prince and Princeſs; her 
Highneſs admits the wives of all the officers 


of the garriſon, without diſtinction, to her 


table and card parties, and ſalutes them 
when they enter her apartment. 

Orricers and others are preſented to the 
Prince on the parade, by one of his aid- 
de-camps, and invited to his table by a card. 
They who are preſented to the Princeſs are 
introduced by the miſtreſs of the robes, o 
by her chamberlain; and the invitation to 
her table is by a footman. The prince of 
Pruſlia has an excellent band of muſic, and 
keeps a good table. His Royal Highnels is 
of a very generous temper, and defirons of 
doing good; this has induced him to take 
up large ſums at different times, for which 
he pays an exorbitant intereſt, 
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Tur King has only two brothers living; 
the eldeſt of them, Prince Henry, is married 
to a princeſs of Heſſe. Caſſel, but has no 

children; the youngeſt, Privice Ferdinand, 
is married to a princeſs of Brandenburg- 

Schwedt, by whom he has ſeveral children. 
His Majeſty's filters are the Queen of Sweden, 
the reigning ' Ducheſs of Brunſwick, the 
Margravine Dowager of Anſpach, and the 
Princeſs Amelia, who uſually reſides at 
Berlin, and who is a great favourite with | 
her brother. The Princeſs Dowager of 
Pruſſia “, mother to the Prince Royal, and 
who is of the Houſe of Brunſwick Wolfen- 
buttle, reſides alſo at Berlin, and has with 
her the young Princeſs of Pruſha, daughter 1 
of the Prince Royal her ſon, by a Princeſs 
of Brunſwick, whoſe marriage has been 
diſſolved. This unfortunate Princeſs, who 
is at preſent at Stettin, is of a pleaſing figure, 
and poſſeſſed of much vivacity and good 
ſenſe. The King is ſaid-to be very fond of 

her, notwithſtanding her diſgrace; ſo that 
there is good reaſon to hope that her miſ- 
fortunes will not be of very long duration. 

Tur mention of this Princeſs reminds me 
of one of the King's deciſions, that imme- 
diately concerns her, and does great honour 
to his Majeſty. Some time ago, her High- 
neſs gave orders to have {ome rich ſtuffs 
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* This Princeſs died at Berlin on the 1 3th. of January, 1780, 
of an inflammation of the lungs. T. 
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ſent from Lyons directed to her at Stettin. 
As foreign ſtuffs pay an immenſe duty in the 
Pruſſian dominions, the collector of the 
cuſtoms at Stettin had the impertinence to 
detain them: the Princeſs highly incenſed, 
ſent to inform the collector that ſhe would 
ſatisfy his demands; and at the fame time 
defired that he would come himſelf with the 
ſtuffs for that purpoſe. Her orders were 
obeyed, but the collector was no ſooner intro- 
duced into her preſence, than ſhe took the 
merchandize from him with indignation, 
and at the fame time gave him two or three 
cufts in the face. The officer enraged at 
this treatment, addreſſed a long and very 
formal memorial to his Majeſty, ſetting forth 
how much he had been diſhonoured in the 
performance of his duty, Here follows 
the King's deciſion on this matter: 


* Taz loſs of the duty muſt be placed to 
my account; the ſtufls muſt remain with 
the Princeſs; the cufls with him that re- 
ceived them: as to the ſuppoſed diſhonour, 
l cancel it at the requeſt of the complain- 
* ant—but it is of itſelf null; for the white 
„hand of a fair lady cannot poſſibly diſ- 
** honour the face of a cuſtom-houſe officer. 


Signed 


© FREDERICK." 
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Tus following deciſion is not leſs curious. 
The cominiſhoners of the exciſe having con- 
demned a common ſoldier to pay a fine of 
ten thouſand crowns for ſmuggling, and 
this ſentence, according to the uſual mode of 
proceeding, having been laid before the King 
for his approbation, his Majeſty wrote in the 
margin, © Before I confirm this ſentence, I 
** wiſh to know how it will be poſhble to 
* make a common ſoldier pay ten thouſand 
„ crowns.“ 

Ir would be an eaſy matter to fill a 
volume with the anecdotes that are related 
of this Prince. Fr 

Sou years ago, one of the huſſars of his 
bed-chamber, robbed his Majeſty of ten 
thouſand crowns, which indeed was no 
difficult matter, as the King is far from be- 
ing diſtruſtful, and ſuffers his money to lie 
in rouleaus under the tables in his cabinet 
for a fortnight or three weeks before it is 
carried to his treaſury, The next day at 
dinner the King complained of the theft, 
and with his uſual pleaſantry ſaid he was 
ſurrounded with thieves, but he gave orders 
that no ſearch thould be made. Some days 
afterwards, an old ſervant came to inform 
his Majeſty that one of his huſſars was the 
robber; the King replied; © You are an 


impoſtor, and even if the thing were ſo, 


vyou do wrong to mention it.” The accuſer 
inſiſted, however, on the truth of his 
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charge, and at the ſame time aſſured his 
maſter that the huflar had contrived to con- 
vey hve thouſand crowns to Berlin, and 


that the remaining five thouſand were 


ſewed up in his mattraſs, If your Majefty 
has any doubts remaining,” continued 
the domeſtic, © I can ſhew you the money.” 
+ By no means,” replied the King, “and 
* I order you to ſay no more about it.“ 
Eichr or ten days after this affair, the 
King, in one of his morning rides, met his 
huſſar in a carriage. This exaſperated him, 
What,“ ſaid he, you raſcal, is it in this 
* manner you ſpend the money you rob- 
« bed me of?” He ſuffered the huſſar, 
however, to go forwards, but the next day 
ordered him to be ſent back to the regi— 
ment he had belonged to a few years be- 
fore. His Majeſty never reviews this re- 
giment without aſking his old ſervant, whe- 


ther he has left off his cuſtom of travelling 


in a coach, 

His Pruſhan Majeſty is much inclined to 
joke with the perſons he eſteems, but he 
ſometimes carries his pleaſantry rather too 
far. The moſt frequent object of the King's 
wit is Colonel Quintus. This ſometimes 
proves the ſource of little animoſities, which 
ſoon ſubſide again. 

Tris ſame Quintus before his entrance 
into the King's ſervice, was a Profeſſor in 

a German 


1 


à German univerſity *, and bore the name 
of Guiſchard. At the beginning of the laſt 
war, the Profeſſor being deſirous of ſerving 
his Pruſhan Majeſty in a military capacity, 
quitted his chair and came to offer his ſer— 
vices to this Prince, Who was pleaſed with 
the zeal he expreſſed for his intereſts, and 
ſoon raiſed him to the command of a bat- 
talion. He diſtinguiſhed himſelf ſo much 
in this poſt that the King gave him the 
name of Quintus Juhus, which he has re- 
tained ever ſince, and from that moment 
he has ſeldom been long abſent from the 
King's perſon. The Colonel is a man of 
merit, and a good officer. He has pub- 
liſhed ſeveral military works in French, 
and among others, in 1748, his Military 
Memoirs. concerning the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, in two volumes quarto, with plans 


* Our Author has here fallen into a miſtake. Colonel Quin- 
tus never filled a chair in any univerſity ; he had indeed ſoli- 
cited a profeſſorſhip in the univerſity of Francker in Frieſland; 
but not ſucceeding, he turned his views towards a military 
life. He was a captain in the Dutch ſervice in the year 1758, 
about which time he entered into the ſervice of the King 
of Pruſſia, who changed his name of Charles Guiſchard into 
that of Quintus Mlius, on account of the profound know- 
ledge which this extraordinary man had of the tactics of the 
Ancients, At the age of twelve he is ſaid to have underſtood 
not only the Latin and Greek languages, but likewiſe Hebrew, 
Syriac, and Arabic, —French, Engliſh, Dutch, and Italian, 
were as familiar to him as the German, which was his native 
language. A little before his death he publiſhed in four 
volumes, octavo, Hiſtorical and Critical Memoirs concerning 
ſeveral points of military antiquities, T. 
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and figures. This valuable performance, 
after paſſing through three editions, has 
been ſeverely criticiſed in a late publication 

e Het by Count Loloos, a nobleman of great abi- 
lities in tactics, and Colonel Quintus had 

(Ihe mortification to find himſelf obliged to 
- defend himſelf, after having enjoyed a ten 
ears triumph. The King's remark to him on 
il this ſubject, galled him more than any thing 
n gecco elſe. As this Prince was riſing from table 
E n7£/.,0ne day, Quintus requeſted his permiſſion 
y to print a new work; © I grant it to you 
* with all my heart,” replied his Majelty, 

but I would adviſe you to aſk the conſent 

* of Count Loloos.” Two days aſter this, 

the King contrived at dinner to turn the 
converſation on the commanders of his 

light troops in the laſt war, and obſerved, 

at the ſame time, with much pleaſantry, 

that theſe troops had been headed only by 

cut purſes: * As for Quintus,“ added his 

Majeſty, he has found it difficult to leave 

“ off thoſe lucrative habits, and for ſome 

** years I was obliged to keep a good eye 

* on my purſe and my jewels when he 

* was near me.“ The Colonel, piqued at 

this obſervation, could not help ſaying, 

It is true, Sire, that I have robbed in my 

time, but it was by your orders, and the 

** greateſt part of the booty fell to your 

„ ſhare.” The King pretended not to hear 

this reply, and immediately turned the 

converſation 
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converſation to ſome other ſubject; Quin» 
tus, however, withdrew in a pet to Potſ- 
dam, and omitted to wait on the King in 
his bed-chamber, as he had been accuſtomed 
to do. 'The Monarch piqued in his turn 
at this ſtudied neglect, ſent him no invita- 
tion to dinner, and Quintus remained at 
Potſdam. Eight or ten days paſſed in this 
manner, and the breach was ſuppoſed to 
be irreparable, when the King began to 
relent, but at the fame time was unwilling 
to ſeem to make the firſt overture for a re- 
conciliation, He therefore diſpatched one 
of his equerries to Quintus, with orders 
to alk the Colonel, how it had happened, 
that in ten days he had not had time to 
give him an account of the new work he 
had put into his hands? Quintus knowing 
he had received no ſuch commithon from 
his maſler, ſent for anſwer that his Majeſty 
mult certainly be miſtaken. 'The King re- 
peated the meſlage, and the Colonel re- 
paired to the bed-chamber, where his Ma- 
jeſty converſed with him about news, lite- 
rature, &c. without taking any notice of 
what had pailed, and the next day he was 
invited to the King's table as uſual. 

As the King has never any of the great 
officers of the crown about his perſon, 
their poſts are merely honorary. His trea- 
ſurer is an heyduc, who can neither read nor 


write, and who fits upon the box with 
the 
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the coachman, when his Majeſty travels ; 
although his ſecretaries follow their maſter 
in a coach. This heyduc pays the expences 
of the kitchen, livery, ſtables, &c. and like- 
wiſe executes the King's orders with regard 
to gratuities, and other diſburſements. In 
a word, the care of his Majeſty's privy 
purſe is wholly intruſted to the domeſtic. 
Formerly it was the ſervant who had the 
care of the ſtove in the King's apartment, 
that had the management of the buſineſs, 
till his Majeſty accidentally diſcovered that 
this fellow had plundered him. The ſtory 
is as follows: the King had given orders 
for ſome carving for one of his apartments 
at Sans Souci; the workman who was 
charged with this commiſſion, not having 
finiſhed it ſo ſoon as his Majeſty expected, 
the-King aſked him the reaſon of the delay ; 
Sire,“ {aid the man, © I am at preſent ex- 
** tremely buſy in ornamenting a ceiling 
in the new houſe Mr. (naming the 
treaſurer) is building.” The Monarch's 
curioſity was excited by this information, 
and he determined to be an eye witneſs ol 
his treaſurer's prodigality. For this pur- 
pole he contrived to viſit the new building 
one morning, at an hour when he was in- 
formed that his domeſtic was preſent ſuper- 
intending his workmen. The King entered 
the houle very unexpectedly, and deſired 
to ſee the different apartments. His Ma- 


jelty 


11 

jeſty admired their elegance, and praiſed 
the taſte of the owner. At length being 
conducted into a bed-chamber of ſingular 
elegance; his Majeſty begged to know who 
was to ſleep in this magnificent apartment ? 
It is for mylelf, Sire,” replied the 'Trea- 
ſurer in a low voice, and with no little em- 
barraſſment. The Monarch ſaid no more, 
but inſtantly withdrew. The architect 
who had the management of the building 
happening to be at the door as his Majelty 
came out, the King aſked him how much 
the houſe would coſt, About ſixty thou- 
* ſand crowns,” replied the builder, And 
„ pr'ythee, Sir,“ ſaid his Majeſty to the 
unlucky Treaſurer, who ſtood trembling 
behind him, where did you get all this 
* money?” From your coffers, Sire,” 
replied the Treaſurer, throwing himſelf at 
the King's feet, « but 1 will certainly re- 
place it.” Upon this, the Monarch, whoſe 
patience was now exhauſted, gave the fel- 
low a ſevere caning, exclaiming at the 
ſame time, I ſhould have pardoned you, 
you raſcal, if it had not been for the 
* fine bed- chamber you have the impu- 
«* dence to ſleep in.” The man ſuppoled 
his ruin inevitable, but the next day his 
Majeſty ſent for him, and ordered him to 
open the coffer in his preſence, when the 
King hnding in it only two or three thou- 
ſand crowns, bluſtered in his uſual man- 


ner, 


11 

ner, called him thief and ſcoundrel ; but 
ended with telling him to take what re- 
mained and never to let him ſee him again; 
Thus the affair ended. This anecdote 
proves that avarice, properly ſpeaking, is 
not one of the paſſions of this Monarch, 
and that he often ſuffers himſelf to be 
cheated with a philoſophical tranquillity. 
The following are inſtances of his liberality. 
General Leſchwitz had ſerved the King 
during the laſt war with the greateſt diſ- 
tinction, without having received the ſmal- 
leſt recompence; and after the peace was 
concluded, fix years paſſed, during which 
the King ſcarcely ſpoke to him. At the 
end of this period, a regiment of guards 
and the government of Potſdam became va- 
cant, and this ſeemingly neglected officer 
received both from his royal maſter. The 
{ame year, lands to the value of two hun- 
dred thouſand crowns, of which the King 
had the reverſion, fell into his hands, and 
he laid hold of this new opportunity of 
rewarding this general. He made over to 
him theſe lands by a formal donation, 
ordered him to take immediate poſſeſſion 
of them, and accompanied his gift with 
the following ſhort letter. 

«* Gextrar. LxSschwrrz, the important ſer- 


* vices you rendered me during the laſt 
; «6 
* WaTr, 
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* war, are {lll freſh in my remembrance, — 
I have been waiting with impatience for 
an opportunity of rewarding you. —l 
could not do fo before this moment. — 
Go and take poſſeſſion of the lands made 
over to you in the incloſed patent, &c. 


Signed „ FREDERICK, * 


Tur Baron de one of his aid-· de- 
camps, who had likewiſe ſerved him with 
ſingular zeal and diſtinction during the laſt 
war, received no recompence, nor any 
marks of the King's favour till four years 
after the peace, when he unexpectedly re- 
ceived a moſt gracious letter from his ro 
maſter, accompanied with a preſent of fixty 
thouſand crowns. <T myſelf, 


regiment of infantry, who preſented a me- 
morial to his Majeſty, requeſting permiſſion 
to ſell his eſtate, as his ſituation in the 
army did not allow him time to manage it 
properly, and he had moreover been 
obliged to mortgage it for twenty-four thou- 
fand crowns. The King ſoon after his re- 
turn to Potſdam, ſent this officer twenty- 
four thouſand crowns to diſcharge the in- 
cumbrance, and added to this preſent a 
farther ſum of fix thouſand crowns for 
the repairs of his eſtate, The hiſtory of 
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Princes affords but few ſimilar inſtances, 
There is uſually more of weakneſs and 
oſtentation than of real generoſity in the 
munificence of the great. Their favours 
are commonly laviſhed on miltrefſ-s and 
paraſites, thoſe of the King of Pruſſia are 
beſtowed only on perſons of real merit. 

Tris Monarch has always on his table 
an exact liſt of the product of the finances, 
and the expences of government; and 
every year, after caſting up the account 
and ſtriking a balance, he throws into his 
treaſury a ſurplus of about four hundred 
thouſand crowns. The remainder of his 
ſavings is employed in penſions, preſents, 
U buildings, &c. At his expence, forty houſes 
10422 / are built every year at Berlin, and thirty- 
| two at Potſdam. They are conſtructed 
after the King's plans, and his principal f 
architect attends him on a certain day 
every year to receive his orders on this 
head. As this Prince has collected en- 
gravings and drawings of the moſt beautiful 
houſes in Italy, and other parts of Europe, 
he ſelects ſuch as he likes beſt, pointing 
out the additions or alterations he wiſhes 
to have made, and advances the neceſſary 
lum to the managers. Thoſe people 
ſometimes abuſe the King's liberality, em- 
ploy the money on their own private affairs, 


and the buildings are of courſe neglected. 
When 


1 
When this happens, his Majeſty makes a 


great noiſe, but the affair generally ends 
with his advancing more money, and em- 
ploying other managers. 

Warn the houſes are finiſhed, they are 
given to individuals, generally to the pro- 
prietors of the old houſes that ſtood on the 
ſame ſpot, and ſometimes to his officers when 
the ground happens to be the King's own 
property; but always on condition that the 
ground floor ſhall be ſet apart for lodging 
ſoldiers, as there are no barracks at Potſ- 
dam. This ground floor, which his Ma- 


jeſty reſerves to himſelf in every houſe, 


conſiſts of two apartments, one of which 
is large enough to contain four beds, to- 
gether with a wardrobe for the ſoldiers 
cloaths and accoutrements. The proprie- 
tor of the houſe is alſo bound to keep a 
maid-ſervant to clean their rooms, make 
their beds, go to market for them, and 
dreſs their victuals ; he 1s likewiſe obliged 
to | furniſh them with ſalt, muſlard, and 
even with firing, if the wood allowed by 
government is not ſufficient for them. In 
conſideration of all theſe charges, the in- 
habitants of Potſdam pay only very ſmall 
duties on proviſions and merchandize. 

Ir the King lives ten years longer, Potſ- 
dam will be one of the fineſt cities of Ger- 
many, as it will conſiſt entirely of new 
bouſes, which are all of them extremely 
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uniform, and built of a fine white free 
ſtone. The ſtreets are broad, ſtraight, and 
well paved. "It is to be lamented, however, 
that ſo many ſuperb edifices ſhquld be 
erected on ſo inſecure a foundation, the 
ſoil being a mere quickſand. This circum- 
ſtance is every day productive of ſome ac- 
cident. His Majeſty has built ſeveral beau- 
tiful ſquares, and ornamented them with 
agreeable walks and rows of trees, ſo that 
he has in fact neglected nothing that can 
render the aſpect of a city pleaſing : but 
unfortunately, as we juſt now remarked, 
ſuch is the nature of the ſoil, that it links 


conſiderably every year, 


Tux King has incloſed an immenſe piece 
of water, in the Dutch quarter, with free 
ſtone, and ſurrounded it with an elegant 
baluſtrade. This reſervoir, which receives 
the water of the river Havel, ſupplics all 
the canals in Potſdam, upon which barges 
laden with merchandize are conveyed to 
different parts of the town. In the middle 
of the reſervoir, is a little building built 
by the late King, who uſed to hold his 
councils of war in it, and ſeldom failed to 
repair thither every evening to drink beer 
and ſmoke a pipe with his generals. On 
thoſe occaſions a kind of ſupper was ſerved 
up of ſalt beef, ham, and Brunſwick ſau- 
ſages, The reigning King has neglected 

| this 
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this building till it is almoſt in ruins, Fre- 
derick builds, but never repairs, 

Tur forty houſes that are built every 
year at Berlin, are conſtructed on the fame 
principle as thoſe at Potſdam, and diſpoſed 
of in the ſame way. In like manner, a 
certain number of houſes, or other build- 
ings are every year erected at the King's ex- 
pence at Koningſberg, Breſlaw, and other 
towns of his dominions, 

BerLIiN, though not more than half the 
ſize of Paris, is certainly one of the fineſt 
cities in Europe. The houſes reſemble 
thoſe at Potſdam, ſo that their exterior ap- 
pearance is extremely elegant, but few of 
them are more than two ſtories high. 
The ſtreets are airy, well paved, and of 
conſiderable length. Frederick- ſtreet, which 
is the longeſt, extends acroſs the town, and 
is near three miles long. Many others go 
off from this at right angles, and are ſome- 
what more than a mile, or about halfa French 
league, long. There are ſeveral magnifi- 
cent. edifices in this city, moſt of which 
have been built by his preſent Majeſty. 
One of the moſt ſuperb buildings in Berlin, 
1s the Roman Catholic church, which is 
formed after the model of the Rotunda, or 
Pantheon, at Rome. Chriſtians of every 
denomination, Jews, Turks, and in a word, 
perſons of every ſect upon earth, are 

allowed 
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allowed the free exerciſe of their religion 
in the Pruſhan dominions. As for the 
King himſelf, he never attends any place of 
worſhip, but contents himſelf with ſuffer- 
ing every man to follow the dictates of his 
own conſcience in theſe matters. 

Nor far from the church is an immenſe 
building, which, when finiſhed, is intended 
for the royal library, and for the meetings 
of the Berlin Academy of Sciences. The 
diſburſements of this Prince ſince the peace, 
in buildings, fortifications, 1 &c. have 
been enormous. 

Every thing 1s managed in a Gngular 
manner in this country, The King has no 
treaſurer or comptroller of his works. 
The engineers, when a building is to be 
erected at the expence of the crown, or 
the contractors, when it is to be completed 
by a certain ſet of people, at a ſtipulated 
price, have the ſole management of theſe 
matters. The money 1s advanced to them 
before hand, and as no perſon has autho- 
rity to control them, they are often un- 
faithful, and their frauds are not puniſhed 
with ſufficient ſeverity. 'The ſame abuſes 
happen in the conſtruction of fortifcations. 
It is not long ago, that an engineer, who 
was employed to repair the works of ſome 
place in Sileſia, made ſo bad a uſe of his 
commiſſion, and proved ſa oppreſlive to 

the 
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che villages that were to furniſh him with 
carriages and labourers, that the complaints 
of the poor peaſants at length reached the 
King's ear. This was rather an uncom- 
mon circumſtance, his Majeſty not being 
readily inclined to liſten to injurious re- 


ports of any kind. The Engineer, how- | 
ever, received orders to give an account | 


NY 


of his conduct, and thinking himſelf ruined, | 
hanged himſelf in his bed-chamber. The 


King's ſeal was put upon his effects, and upon 
opening them they found ſixty thouſand 
crowns in gold, together with a great quan- 
tity of plate, and other valuable articles, 
all of which by his Majeſty's order were 


afterwards delivered to the widow. 


Tus Reader will not be ſurpriſed at 40 


great gains of thoſe who are intruſted with 
the management of fortifications, when he 
is told that every fortified place has a cer- 
tain number of villages within its diſtrict, 
each of which 1s obliged to furniſh a certain 
number of waggons and horſes. The King 
pays at the rate of about tenpence ſterling 
tor the carriage of every waggon load, 
and the fame price to every peaſant for his 

's work. An engineer who is appoint- 
ed to a commiſſion of this ſort, uſually be- 
gins with purchaſing fifty or ſixty waggons, 
and four' able horſes for each, upon his 
own account. He is enabled to do this by 
his always having large ſums in advance 
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in his hands. When he has got his car- 
riages, he contrives to employ them in 


fetching and carrying materials within a 
ſmall diſtance, ſo that they ga and come 


twelve or fifteen times a-day, and each 


Journey 1s regularly entered in his ac- 
counts. This, however, does not prevent 
his calling upon the villages within his 
diſtrict for their quota of horſes and car- 
riages., Theſe are employed in fetching 
the heavieſt loads, and from the greateſt 
diſtance. They are uſually detained three 
days; and the peaſants during all that time 
are obliged to furniſh proviſions for them- 
felves, and forage for their cattle, and after 
all they have but little money to receive, 
as they are ſeldom able to go and come 
above two or three times in a day, and 
ſometimes not more than once. It likewiſe 
happens, that as there are always more 
carriagescalled for than are wanted, themore 
opulent peaſants get themſelves excuſed from 
terving, by paying a ducat or two to the 
officer. Theſe arrangements are carried on 
in a clandeſline manner, without any fupe- 
rior officer being able to prevent them. 
The ſame thing happens to the day la- 
bourers, the engineer having it in his 
power to increale or diminiſh their num- 
ber as he thinks fit. All theſe circum- 
ſtances conſidered, it is not to be wondered 
at that the places of ſtrength, which have 

| been 
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been either built or repaired by his Pruſſian 


dne, have coſt him immenſe ſums, are 
ry defective, difficult to defend, and upon 
ns 3 rather an ener than 


an advantage. The conſtruction of the 


fortreſs of Silberberg in Sileha, and the re- 
pair of the fortifications of Glatz, have coſt 
between ſix and ſeven millions of crowns, 


without being put really into a better ſtate; | 
and though the fortifications of thoſe places - 


are augmented every year, I ſhould not 
like to be intruſted with their defence. 

Tux King in a viſit he made to Glatz and 
Silberberg, ſaid to the Count de P- 


„In caſe of a war, I ſhall appoint you 


„Governor of one of theſe places.” * I 
intreat your Majeſty,” replied the Count, 


not to grant me that favour, for although 


6 I am ready to loſe my life in your ſer- 


% vice, I ſhould certainly deſert, were you 
« to oblige me to accept it.“ Why ſo?” 


ſaid the King, with ſome warmth, * Be- 
* cauſe, Sire, I dread Spandau.” — His Ma- 
jeſty made no farther reply, but turned the 
converſation to ſome other topic. The 
Count was certainly in the right, both 
thoſe places being very difficult to defend, 
eſpecially with the weak garriſon the King 


of Pruſſia uſually places in them. The 


Count was likewiſe no ſtranger to the rude 


manner in which his Majeſty. treats an un- 
fortunate officer on ſuch - occaſions. The 
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King had been oſten heard to ſay, that 
none but raſcals and cowards would give 
up a place, without having held it out to 


the laſt extremity ; and the hiſtory of the 


laſt war, affords many ſtriking examples of 
his mode of thinking on this ſubject. The 
Governor of Schweidnitz was ſent priſoner 
to Spandau, for having yielded to General 
Laudohn, although he had defended the 
place with great gallantry, and with a 


handful of men, comparatively ſpeaking, 


: 
— 


4 


his garriſon not having been ſufficient to 


line the ramparts. The Governor of Glatz 


- , "Was treated in a ſtill more ungenerous 
manner on a ſimilar occaſion: the King 


. 


ordered him to be arreſted, and conveyed 
in a common waggon, eſcorted by two 
huſſars, beyond the outpoſts of his army, 
forbidding him at the ſame time, on pam of 


death, ever to ſet foot again in his domi- 


nions. This officer, who was à native of 
Piedmont, had been originally a private 
ſoldier in the guards, and after forty years 
ſervice, had riſen by his merit to the rank. 
of major- general. His education, and the 
manner in which he had fpent che greateſt 
part of his life, had probably not furniſtred 


_ kim with enough of that ſort of knowledge 


which is requiſite to make a good general, 
but he was certainly a brave and worthy 
officer, and the King treated him with too 
much ſcveriiy. I have already remarked, 

that 


* 


1 J 


chat his Prufſhan Majeſty, though a great 
man in ſo many other reſpects, is but a very 
indifferent engineer. There are hardly any 
of his ſtrong places capable of withſtanding 
a regular attack, made by troops that are 
experienced in this branch of the military 
Art. +. 

Tu King has RE t excellent 
eſtabliſhmenis in his dominions, and re- 
ſtored others that were inſtituted by his 
Ppredeceſſors. Among theſe particular at- 
tention is due to the Academy ol Sciences 
at Berlin, which was founded by Frede- 


rick, I. his grandfather, but neglectcd in 


the ſucceeding reign; and to the Military 
Academy, Which is agreeably ſituated on 
che banks of the Sprey, oppoſite to the 
royal palace. In this ſchool, which is un- 
der the wiſeſt and beſt regulations, fiſteen 
young gentlemen, ſelected from the. corps 
of noble cadets, are maintained and edu- 
eated at the King's expence. Their dreſs, 
which is a plain uniform, conſiſts of a blue 
coat, yellow waiſtcoat and breeches, with 
white buttons. Io | every three ftudents 
an old, ſenſible, and experienced officer is 
appointed as, governor, to be canllantly 
near; his pupils, and preſide over their 
education. The three. pupils fleep together 
in the lame chamber, and have a. lacquey 
in the livery of the houle, for their atten- 
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dent. The manner in which theſe young 
gentlemen are educated, is admirably cal- 
culated to render them uſeful members of 
ſociety, and to inſpire them with notions 
ſuited to their birth, for they are uſually of 
the beſt families. They are inſtructed in 
all the living languages, and in the diffe- 
rent ſciences, by excellent maſters or pro- 
feſſors, Who are generally members of che 
Academy of Sciences. 8 
Each ſtudent has a monthly allowance of 
nine crowns for pocket- money. Their go- 
vernors are to take care that this money is 
not expended improperly. In winter they 
go in a body twice a week to the French 
comedy; in fine weather they 'make excur- 
fions into the country ; one or two of their 
governors are always of theſe parties. 
Theſe gentlemen, likewiſe, take it in turn 
to attend the ſtudents to the riding-houſe, 
and in their other exerciſes, All the go- 
vernors and ſtudents dine together in a 
large hall; and the management of the 
houſe is intruſted to a Privy Counſelor, 
who acts under the direction of a Leute. 
nant General. 10 
Tuis eſtabliſhment is ſaid to coſt his Ma- 
feſty forty-five thouſand crowns annually. 
But, beſides the young gentlemen Who 
are educated in this manner at the King's 
expence, fifteen others: are admitted, whoſe 
parents 
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parents pay eight hundred crowns per an- 
num for each to the director. Theſe live, and 
are educated, preciſely in the ſame way as 
thoſe who are maintained at the King's ex- 
pence; and no one can be admitted on 
this footing without his Majeſty's er 
permiſſion. 

Tur School of Noble Cadets, though 1 in 
ſome reſpects it may be uſeful, is by no 
means equal to the eſtabliſhment of which 
we have been ſpeaking. | 

Tuis School, which is an old building built 
in the form of a circus, was originally a 
theatre for the combats of wild beaſts, a bar- 
barous diverſion much in vogue in Ger— 


many. * They have contrived to form, 
apartments in it for the reception of three 


hundred and fifty cadets, the greater part 
of whom come from the remoter provinces, 
particularly Pomerania, which farms with 
Poor nobility. 

Turxsk cadets are fed in a coarſe manner, 
and cloathed like common loldiers ; their 
education is altogether military; they are 
taught to read and write, and are likewiſe 
inſtructed in mathematics, and the lan- 
guages. | A few old invalids are appointed 
to ſuperintend their education, but as theſe 
governors are feldom men of very enlarged 
ideas, the ſludents cannot profit much by 
their inſtructions, unleſs it be in the manual 
Remule, Which they are taught on certain 
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days of the week, when they are ſormed 
into companies for this purpole on the pa- 
rade, 
Tax King allows fix crowns per month, 
for the ' maintenance of each cadet. The 
expence of their cloathing is placed to 
the army account. This corps is the 
nurlery of fubaltern officers for the Pruſſian 
armies. _ 


_——; Tus 1s another; though leſs numerous, 


inſtitution of this kind at 8 and in 
another little town of Sileſia, a military 
academy has been eſtabliſhed, ſimilar to 
that at Berlin, though not ſo well con- 
ducted. | 

Tur Orphan Houſe at Potfdam, is an 
admirable foundation, and well managed. 


Six thouſand children are nouriſhed, cloth- 


ed and ſupported in this aſylum at the 
King's expence. . The boys are ſoldiers 
born, and are diſtributed through the ſeve- 
ral regiments, as ſoon as they arrive at the 
age that fits thera for ſervice; the girls (who, 
by the bye, are allowed too much liberty) 
are maintained in the houfe till they are 
Placed out or married. Several founda- 
tions of this kind, though on a ſmaller 
ſcale, are to be met with in other parts of 
the Pruſhan dominions. The building for 
this purpoſe at Potſdam, is. of an immenſe 
ze, and extremely elegant: the number 
of children that are admitted into it is un- 

limited, 


E * 7 
limited, and not only orphans, but the 
children of ſoldiers, or peaſants who are un- 
able to maintain them, are all received 
without any trouble, no diſtinction being 
made between a baſtard and a legitimate 
_ offspring. Indeed, the meaſures taken by 


his Pruſſian Majeſty to promote the propa- 


gation of the ſpecies in his territories, are 


not a little extraordinary. Pregnancy is 


rendered reſpectable, however it has been 
acquired; a big beily ſecures, by law, the 
licentious daughter from the reproaches of 
her parents, and a maid-ſervant from the 
cenſures of her maſter and miſtreſs, who 
are not ſuffered to turn her away, or to 
ill-treat her, nor even to reprove her for 
what the has done. When a girl is with 
child, ſhe applies to a magiſtrate, who fixes 


the place where ſhe is to lie in, and the in- 


habitants of the town or village pay the 
expences of her delivery, it ſhe or her 
family are not in circumſtances to do it. 
The moment the child is born, it is put 
out to nurſe at the expence of 1ts parents, 
if they are capable of maintaining it, if 
they are not, the pariſh advances the money, 
and is re-imburſed by the King. 

Tux hoſpitals are ſadly neglected through 
all the Pruſſian dominions, the patients 
being in want not only of the necellary at- 
tendance, but likewiſe of a proper dict. 

| | | There 
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There are no military hoſpitals, if we ex- 
cept a few for venereal complaints, which 
are not better regulated than the others. 
The number that die in theſe. places is 
aſtoniſhing ; ; the chief management of them 
is intruſted to a Surgeon- major, Who is 
generally a very ignorant perſon, aſſiſted 
by a few barber-ſurgeons. . Each regiment 
has its particular hoſpital, which is an-in- 
different houſe hired for this purpoſe, in 
which the ſoldier is obliged to live upon his 
pay. The captain of each company hires a 
woman to wait upon his fick ſoldiers, and 
the patients are attended by the ſurgeon 
of their regiment, who is allowed about 
two ſhillings per annum for every ſoldier. 
For this ſum he is obliged to pay the rent 
of the hoſpital, and to furniſh the ſiek with 
the neceſſary medicines, a ſufficient. proof 

this, that of all the ſoldiers in Europe, 
the Pruſſian has the greateſt reaſon 20 dread 

a bed of ſickneſs. N 
Tuknz are numerous manpfictaxts; in 
different parts of the Pruſſian dominions. 
Thoſe of ſilk at Berlin, and Francfort upon 
the Oder, ſucceed well; they are carried 
on by French Proteſtants, great numbers of 
whom have ſettled in the King's territories. 
The china manuſacture at Berlin has made 
ſuch a progreſs toward perfection, that it 
almoſt equals that of Oven? both in 
beauty 
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beauty ak painting and elegance of pattern; 


and is even ſaid to excel it in the materials I 
it is compoſed of. As this manufacture is | 1 
carried on for the King's account, his Ma- q 
jeſty (who underſtands perfectly the practi- | 


cal fcience of ways and means) employs, 
among others, one good expedient to pro- 
mote the ſale of its productions. Every | 
Jew who matries, is obliged to buy directly, e, 
at the royal warehouſe, a certain quantity 
of china, proportioned to his circumſtances z\ 
and this quantity is never ſmaller than two. 
hundred crowns, amounting ſometimes to- 
fix thouſand. The purchaſer is allowed 
to ſell what he has bought, riay, even to 
ſend it to foreign countries without paying 

duty. 

T iron manufactory at Spandau is very 
conſiderable. The machines for forging 
g and poliſhing the metal are all worked by 
water. From this place the whole Pruſſian 
army is furniſhed with cannon, muſquets; 
piſtols, bayonets, cuiraſſes, and broad-ſwords, 
but the ſmall arms are fent to Potſdam to 
be mounted. No foreigners are allowed to 
viſit this manufactory, but when the tra- 
veller is a Mitle acquainted with the manner 
in Which orders of this ſort are executed in 
Pruſſia, he finds it an eaſy matter to gratify 
his curioſity. A few pence juaicioully diſ- 
tributed, eaſily removes every difficulty, 
and I have obſerved that, excepting What 
G con- 
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concerns military matters, there is no coun- 
try in Europe where the orders of the 
ſovereign are leſs rigorouſly executed than 
in this. The famous Frederician code, which 
does ſo much honour to its author, does 
not ſeem to be more ſ{crupuloully followed 
than the laws of other countries. 

Bresives the public buildings at Berlin, 
which I have already mentioned, there are 
ſome others of great beauty and magnih- 
cence, The King's palace is an old Gothic 
ſtructure, which is much admired; the great 
door of this edifice particularly attracts the 
notice of connofleurs. There is no garden 
to this palace. The opera houſe is a ſpa- 
cious and beautiful building, decorated with 
a great number of ſtatues, as are all the 
edifices that have been conſtructed under 
his Majeſly's directions. On the front of 
this building, which ſtands oppolite to Pringe 
Henry's palace, is the following inſcrip- 
tion : 


FREDERICUS REX, APOLLINI 
ET MUSIS. 


BrRLIx is indilputabiy a fine city, but 
it would certainly be much handſomer if 
the ſtreets were not quite ſo broad, or the 
houſes were loftier; the juſt proportion in 
this reſpect ſeems to be wanting here as 
well as at Potſdam. There is another 

fault 


1 

fault that is common to both cheſe places, 
and this is the want of the neceſſary deſcent 
in the ſtreets to carry off the water, for at 
preſent whenever much rain falls they are 
all of them overflowed. 

Tux Arſenal, which was built by the 
Elector Frederick-William, is one of the 
fineſt monuments extant of that Prince's 


reign. It forms a large ſquare, and con- 


tains an immenſe number of cannon, toge- 
ther with arms ſufficient for upwards of an 
hundred and eighty thouſand men. Oppolite 
to this building ſtands the Prince Royal's pa- 


lace, on an iſland formed by the Sprey. 


The bridge over this river is decorated 
with an equeſtrian ſtatue of the Great Elec- 
tor. This is not the only ornament of this 
ſort in Berlin; in one of the ſquares, there is a 
ſtatue of the famous Field Marſhal Schwerin, 
who fell gloriouſly in his gighty-fourth 
year *, at the battle of Prague. There are 
alſo portraits of this officer, and of the 
late Marſhal Keith, in the Lutheran church 
at Berlin. 

BerLiv, like Landau, conſiſts of ſeveral diſ- 
tin wards, each of which has its town-houſe, 


* When this brave veteran perceived his troops on the point 
ei giving way, he took a ſtandard into his own hands, and rid- 
ing gallantly towards the enemy, called upon his troops to follow 
him. | The ſoldiers, ſtimulated by this noble example, return- 


ed to the charge, and proved victorious, but their leader was 
killed. 7 
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its magiſtrates, and ſeparate juriſdiction. 
In the new quarter, the ſtreets are lined 
with trees, and frequented as public walks, 
The weather is very ſultry at Berlin in 
the Autumn, and its fituation in a ſandy 
plain, occaſions a dilagreeable duſt in hot 


weather when there is much wind. 
Tur palace, or caſtle, as it is called, of 


| Mont Bijou, is a ſmall building, pleaſantly 


ſituated uſt without the walls of Berlin on 
the banks of the Sprey. The gardens of 
this palace are agreeably laid out, but have 


been much neglected fince the death of the 


Queen Mother, who uſed to reſide here, 
'The preſent Queen ſometimes lives at Mont 
Bijou in the winter months. 

Trax Park, which joins to the town, is 
ſituated between Berlin andCharlottenbourg; 
1t 15 of conhderable extent, and there are 
many good walks in it; every body is at 
full liberty to frequent it either on foot, on 
horſeback, or in a carriage, on condition 
that they take no dogs with them, In' fine 
weather half the inhabitants of Berlin are 
to be ſeen walking here, and on holidays 
booths are erected for the populace, who 
divert themſelves with muſic, and regale 
with beer, lemonade, and other refreſh- 
ments. IT oa re menntars 47 nnov l 

CHARLOTTENROURG, another royal BY 
built by Frederick I. is fituated at the ex- 
tremity of the Park on the banks of the 


Sprey : 
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Sprey : the apartments in this edifice are 
grand and ſplendid, and they are very 
richly furniſhed: the gardens, which are 
extenſive, are kept in good order. There 
is likewiſe a gallery of pictures in this pa- 
lace, ſome of which are greatly eſteemed 
by connoiſſeurs, 

In winter the Queen has a public day 
twice a-week while ſhe reſides at Mont 
Bijou; in ſummer ſhe reſides at Schoenhau- 
ſen, a country-houſe ſhe is very fond of, 
and which is ſituated about four miles 
from Berlin. Here ſhe has a court only 
on Wedneſdays. The princes, princeſſes, * 
nobility, and foreign miniſters attend on 
theſe occaſions, about five or ſix in the 
evening. Her Majeſty is affable and gene- 
rous, extremely well bred, and much be- 
loved by all who are about her perſon. 
The Princeſs who is married to Prince 
Henry, the King's brother, is generally 
with her. Prince Henry himſelf lives d- 
ring the greater part of the year at Rhinſ- 


— —— > 


berg. a caſtle ſituated about ten miles from of. 1 | 


Berlin, and ſeldom comes to that city ex- 
cept in carnival time, to meet the King his 
brother, who pays an annual viſit at that 
ſeaſon to his capital, which is then ex- 
tremely brilliant. French tragedies, grand 
Italian operas, and comic operas, are acted 
alternately at the great theatre; and as theſe 
performances are at the King's expence, tickets 

| for 
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for admiſhon are delivered gratis. On three 
evenings of the week, there is a ball at 
court, and on three other nights a maſked 
ball at the theatre. 

Tur ſoil throughout the whole cledoratc 
of Brandenburg is chiefly ſandy; not- 
withſtanding which, the country 1s well 
cultivated, and produces pretty good crops 
of wheat, barley, and hay. There are 
likewiſe conſiderable vineyards. in the en- 
virons of Potſdam and Brandenburg, but 
the wine they yield is of a very indifferent 
quality; part of it is conſumed in the coun- 
try, the remainder is ſent to Hamburg 
and Stettin, where it is mixed with other 
wines, particularly Pontac and Bergerac. 
Theſe adulterated wines are, afterwards 
diſtributed through the electorate of Hano- 
ver, Holſtein, Mecklenburg, and even 
Brandenburg, ſo that the Potſdam wine 
returns home again, aſter having changed 
its name and.colour. | 

Tur Pruſſian dominions are watered by 
ſeveral great rivers, that communicate with 
each other by means of navigable .canals, 
ſo that every kind of commodity may be 
brought into this country from the diffe- 
rent parts of the world, and the national 
productions exported with the ſame faci- 
Iitv. They communicate with che Baltic 
at Stettin, and with the German ocean at 
Hamburg, The navigation between Ber— 

lin 
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lin and Hamburg is very ſuſceptible of im- 


provement. From Berlin this navigation 
is carried on by means of the Sprey, as far 
as Spandau, where this river joins the 
Havel. Spandau is a ſmall ill built town, 
ſituated about nine miles from Berlin. Its 
fortreſs is good, and its fortihcations regular; 


they are conſtructed according to Cohorn's 
ſyſtem. This is the only fortihed place 


that can ſupport Berlin. Priſoners of ſtate 
are conſined in the fortreſs, and male— 
factors are employed here in repairing the 


fortifications and the public works. The 


King's orders are that no perſon {hall be 
allowed to viſit this fortreſs ; but a florin or 
two will eaſily open the gate to any one 
who does not appear in a military drels, 
nor is it a difficult matter to obtain leave to 
ſpeak to any of the priſoners. This place 
is ſurrounded by the Sprey and the Havel, 
and as the adjacent country is a mere 
ſwamp, the approach to it muſt. be ex- 
tremely difficult for an army. The garriſon 
of Spandau in time of peace conſiſts of a 


lingle . battalion of infantry. From this 


town the barges follow the courſe of the 


Havel to Stettin, and from thence to Ham- 


burg. From Spandau to Potſdam the diſ- 


tance is about thirty miles by water, and 


tWenty by land. Potſdam is ſituated on a 
peninſula, of twelve miles in circumference, 
and two in breadth, formed by the Havel, 

and 
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and is without any other fortification thafi 
a brick wall of inconſiderable thickneſs; 
intended for no other purpoſe than to 
prevent deſertion. The flip of land that 
united the peninſula to the terra ſirma, is 
interſected by a broad canal, over which 
there is a handſome bridge, that is well 
guarded. It is on this ifland that the grand 
mancœuvres are carried on in the month 
of September. It is indeed a very proper 
ftuation for ſuch ſort of exerciſes. I was 
twice preſent at them, when the King com- 
manded one party, and General Anhalt 
the other. This officer, who is extremely 
intelligent in the open field, outdid his Ma- 
jeſty in his manceuvres on both days; he 
ſhines in no other reſpect, for he is a man 
of no education, and is rough i in his man- 
ners, and very paſſionate. It is even ſaid 
that his brain is affected to a certain degree 
by a fall from his horſe; how far this 1s 
true I will not pretend to determine, but I 
am informed that his enemies, of whom he 
has not a few, have made uſe of this pre- 
text to leſſen him in the King's opinion. 
This monarch, notwithſtanding his courage 
and philoſophy, has the weakneſs to be 
afraid of madmen, ſo that now he never 
invites General Anhalt to his table, and 

probably will never employ him again. 
Fxox Potſdam barges go down the Havel 
to Brandenburg. This river forms ſeveral 
extenſive 
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extenſive lakes, in its courſe between theſe 
two places. Brandenburg, which is a very 
ancient city, conſiſts of the old and the 
new towns; the former is without any for- 
tifications ; the New Town is garriſoned by 
A Tegiment of infantry, and, like Potſdam, 
is ſurrounded by a wall. About four miles 
below Brandenburg, the Havel opens into 
Lake Blau, at the entrance of which the 
navigation is at preſent conſiderably im- 
peded by an immenſe bank of. ſand. The 
King is expending large ſums with a view 
to remedy this inconvenience. His plan 
1s to embank the Havel for a conſiderable 
way upwards, by which means the bed of 
that river will be narrowed, and its cur- 


rent proportionably accelerated. A little 
below this lake, near the caſtle of Blau, 


the Havel divides into two branches, one of 


Which flows on in a ſtraight courſe to Ham- 


burg, and the other empties itſelf into the | 


Elbe at Magdeburg. This laſt, which ſerves 
for the navigation between Berlin and 
Hamburg, when it has reached the little 
toben of Ratenau, is formed into a canal 
that has been dug and embanked at a con- 
ſiderable expence. About two miles below 
'Ratenau the barges again enter upon the 
natural bed of the Havel, which flows on 
acroſs a'flat ſwampy country to Havelburg, 


and TrOME thence to Wittenberg, a little be- 
H vga ” Jow 


— — — —_ — —_— — 
2 9 4 9 4 -n - — 1 8 3 S EAA. A = 
. * I * — * — p = 1 * — — a * — — - - 
4 * S _ - . — 
- * 7 & "as * 1 — 
— = 2 A * — W © 
hes - 


_ 
4 
+ v9 
: 

* 18 1 
} 7 
4 * 
. 
l N p 
4 1 4 

2 
o 
* 


— ä —„— 
— — 0 
= 

—— 


—U—— j —————— coy — - — — — — - w — — — — — — 
244 „ OO oO ow. 
— —— — * 2 « — —— _ — a Mt _ 
w © 0 0 1 — — 
— 2 — — — 2 = a 


— 


— .!U OY CR TRIES eo — _<—_ er 
— _ — — — — >; a — —— 
— 0 wr i , 
= — 1 — = * £ — o 


— — 
— 
— 


— 
— — 
4 2 4 : 


— — — — 
— —— = ————_——_——_—— — 


18 

low which place it joins the Elbe. By 
deepening the bed of this river, not only 

the navigation of it would be, facilitated, 

but the value of the land between Ratenau 

and the Elbe greatly improved, by being 
drained, and rendered fertile and healthy, 
whereas at preſent it is a mere {wamp. 

Tux navigation from Berlin to Hamburg, 

after the junction of the Havel with the 

Elbe, is but little better than before. It is 

true, that as far as Lintzen, the laſt town 

in the Pruſhan dominions, the river is con- 

fined within high banks, which by nar- | 
rowing and deepening its bed, increaſe the 
rapidity of its current, and of courſe render it 

more eaſily navigable, But below Lintzen, the | | 
banks of the Elbe, belong to different 
powers, who, not duly conſulting their 
mutual intereſt, neglect to make the ne- 
ceſſary repairs, and the navigation ſuffers 
of courſe. This is not the only impedi- 
ment to the trade of this river, for as each 
ſlate has its cuſtom-houſe, the barges are 
obliged to ſtop every ten or twelve miles, 
and ſometimes oftener, to pay freſh duties, 
and wait the pleaſure of the cuſtom-houſe 
officers. The delays occaſioned by all this 
are ſo great, that a voyage from Berlin to 
Hamburg, which might caſily be performed 
/ In ſeven or eight days, lometimes takes up 


/ twenty-ſeven or twenty-eight, and ſeldom 
* leſs 


E 


leſs than twenty. The return of the barges 
flom Hamburg to Berlin againſt the ſtream, 
generally requires hve or ſix weeks, even 
in the fineſt weather. On theſe occaſions 
they make no uſe either of oxen or horles, 
as on molt of the other navigable rivers 
of Europe, but employ men in drawing, 
which is certainly much more expenſive. 

His Pruſſian Majeſty, notwithſtanding his 
wiſdom and vigilance, ſuffers great abuſes 
to prevail in the collecting of his revenues. 
This part of the adminiſtration is chiefly in- 
truſted to Frenchmen, who find means to 
amaſs conſiderable fortunes. The Sicurs 
de Launai and de Latre, were for a long 
time joint managers of this department. 
The latter has lately perſuaded the King to 
eſtabliſh a ſalt company in Pruſſia, and ap- 

oint him to the management of it. This 
eſtabliſhment is burthenſome both to the 
ſovereign and his ſubjects, and the Sieur 
de Latre is the only one that finds his ac- 
count in it. The Sieur de Launai is now 
ſole director of the exciſe duties, and as 
there is nobody to control him, but per— 
ſons who hold their offices under him, and 
who of courſe are his creatures, it is eaſy 
to imagine how much he has it in his 
power to do for himſelf, in a country 
where government has but feeble notions 
on this head. 
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Tux war department is the only one that 
is ſuperiorly conducted in Pruſſia; this is 
one of the principal cauſes to which the 
Houſe of Brandenburg is indebted for its 
preſent power; the economy that has con- 
ſlantly prevailed in the expenditure of the 
public money, has likewiſe not a little 
contributed to its elevation. 

Im troops that compoſe the Pruſſian 
armies are divided into three' claſſes, viz, 
Field Regiments, Garriſon Reviments, and Free 
Battalions, The firſt of ' theſe claſſes in- 
cludes all the regiments of infantry that 
are known by the name of Field Regiments, 
and likewiſe the cuiraſſiers, dragoons, 
huſfars, and the four regiments of artillery. 
The ſecond claſs is compoled of ſuch regi- 
ments as are employed in garriſon duty 
theſe ſometimes take the field, in which 
caſe they are uſually employed in the 
rear of the army. The third clafs conſiſts of 
regiments that are haſtily levied at the be- 
ginning of a war, and of courſe are the 


- worlt troops in the ſervice. They are 


commonly employed in guarding the ad- 

vanced polts, and the greater part of them 
are diſbanded when the war 1s at an end, 

Tre held infantry is divided into foot- 

guards, marching regiments, fuſileers, and 

grenadiers. The foot-guards form three 

battalions ; the firlt is independent of the 
two 
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two others, and has a different uniform, 
which is extremely brilliant. It is re- 
cruited from the different regiments, and is 
compoſed of the talleſt men in the army. 
The captains have the rank of major, and 
the firſt lieutenants that of captain. This 
battalion is conſtantly in garriſon at Potf- 
dam, and feldom takes the field, The laſt 
time it was in action was at the battle of Kolin 
in Bohemia, in which it was almoſt en- 
tirely cut to pieces. As this corps is very 
expenſive, and the King is very fond of 
it, he expoſes it as little as poſſible. 

Taz ſecond and third battalions wear 
the ſame uniform, and when they take 
the field are formed into one regiment, 
Which is commanded by the oldeſt officer 


of the two. One of theſe battalions bears 


the name of grenadier guards, and was 


| 
| 


originally formed out of the famous tall - 


regiment of the late King. It is at preſent 
commanded by General Leſchwitz, and is 
in garriſon at Potſdam, It is certainly the 
fineſt corps in Europe. | 
Tu marching regiments are diſtinguiſhed 
ſrom the fuſileers, only by their wearing 
hats inſtead of the ſmall grenadier caps 
worn by the latter, All the regiments of 
fufileers were raiſed by the preſent King. 
The field regiments of artillery are com- 
poſed in the fame manner as the other re- 


giments. 
Tur 
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Tur regiments of the ſecond: claſs, Gar- 
riſon Regiments, as they are called, are like- 
wiſe divided into infantry, fuſileers, and 
artillery. The number of battalions in 
each. regiment- varies from two to four. 


Foreign recruits are always placed in ſome 


of theſe corps, from whence they are after- 


| wards drafted into the field regiments, In 


the laſt war, theſe garriſon troops gene- 
rally compoſed the armies commanded by 
Prince Henry of Pruſſia, and ſuch as acted 


on the defenſive. Towards the cloſe of 


the war, however, Prince Henry ventured 


to give battle to the Auſtrians at F rey burg, 


and obtained a complete victory, although 
his army conſiſted only of a ſingle regi- 
ment of field infantry, two of cuiraſhers, 
and the ſame number of dragoons and 
huſſars, the reſt being made up of garri- 
ſon regiments and free battalions. From 
the beginning of the campaign he con- 
trived, by the judicious choice of his poſts, 
to keep the Auſtrian General, the Prince 
of Stolberg, at bay, though the latter was 
greatly ſuperior to him in the number of his 
troops. The King aſſured him from day 
to day, that the moment it ſhould be pro- 
per for him to act offenſively, he would 
ſend him a reinforcement of fifteen thou- 
ſand of his beſt troops. The Prince piqued 
at being obliged to act ſo long on the 
defenſive, manceuvered at length with ſq 

much 


133 


much ſkill, that the Auſtrian general ſuffer- 
ed himſelf to be drawn into a fituation 
which the Prince conſidered as a very 
advantageous one for him to give battle 
in; he immediately informed thei King of 
this matter, and requeſted an immediate re- 
inforcement. The meſſenger returned in 
twenty hours, with intelligence that his 
Majeſty was advancing. in perſon to his 
aſſiſtance, at the head of a conſiderable 
body of troops. But his-Royal Highneſs 
unwilling to let flip ſo favourable an op- 
portunity, and perhaps jealous of his re- 
putation, gave battle immediately, without 
waiting for the promiſed ſuccours, and had 
the ſatisſaction to ſee his brother arrive 
the day after his victory. It has been 
ſaid that the Prince was determined to 
convince the King that a good general 
may, by ſkilful manceuvres, compenſate for 
the inferiority of his troops in point of 
number. There are ſome perſons, how- 
ever, who pretend that his Majeſty, not- 
withſtanding the advantage he gained from 
this battle, by its forwarding the peace, 
did not eaſily forgive his brother for what | 


he was pleaſed to deem an act of impr 9 


dence. | 
Taz garriſon artillery is diſtributed in 
different towns and fortreſſes, and the ma- 
nagement of it is intruſted to the com- 
manding officer of the regiment that is in 
gar- 


7 
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garriſon in each. There are no town offi- 
cers in Pruſha, except in ſome of the great 
towns where the garriſon 1s numerous, 
ſuch as Berlin, Magdeburg, and Koningſ- 
burg. In theſe there are town-majors and 
adjutants, who are taken from the corps 
of invalids. | 

Every regiment in the ſervice 1s com- 
manded by a general officer, under whom 
there are three ſtaff officers, who are very 
often all of the ſame rank, in which caſe 
they take place according to ſeniority. The 
general and theſe ſtaff officers have each 
of them a company, commanded by a cap- 
tain-heutenant. The appointments of the 
general are about three thouſand: crowns 
per annum, beſides his company and ſome 
other perquiſites. The ſecond in com- 
mand, or colonel, receives about fifty 
crowns a month, over and above his com- 
pany. The appointments of the other two 
are altogether arbitrary, and depend wholly 
on the King's pleaſure; ſo that it is no 
unuſual thing for a major to receive fifteen 
hundred or two thouſand crowns per an- 
num, excluſive of his company, While the 
lieutenant-colonel, or even colonel, has, 
perhaps, not more than eight hundred, 
or a thouſand. 

Ir is remarkable, chat his Majeſty has . 

a great number of majors in his ſervice ; 


but 


1 1 


but few colonels or lieutenant- colonels, ſo 
that ſome regiments have no colonel, but 
only three majors, or two majors and a 
lieutenant-colonel. The King adopted this 
plan in the courſe of the laſt war, and it 
was certainly of uſe to him in the exchange 
of priſoners. 
Tarr is a conſiderable corps of officers 
on the ſtaff of the Pruſſian army, under 
the name of quarter-maſters : they are of 
different ranks; and are under the direction 
of General Anhalt, who is ſtyled Quarter- 
maſter-general. The officers who com- 
poſe this corps, are in general perſons of 
merit. 
Tue King has likewiſe aid-de- camps of 
different ranks, who belong to no particu- 
lar regiment. This 1s the capacity in which 
foreign officers are generally employed 
when they firſt enter into the ſervice, the 
King being unwilling to place them in a 
regitact till he knows ſomething of their 


abilities and merit. There are alſo a great \\ 


number of ſupernumerary officers, that 
have the rank and appointments of colo- 
nels, heutenant-colonels, or captains, but 
without belonging to any particular corps, 
all of whom, as well as the quarter-maſters 
and aid-de-camps,arc obliged to reſide at Potſ- 
dam, nor are they ſuffered to go out of the 
garriſon without permiſhon in writing 
from the King. A table is kept for theſe 

I gentlemen 
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gentlemen at Potſdam at the King's ex- 
pence, and when they take the field, his 
\ Majeſty provides them with horſes, tents. 
and other neceſſaries. | 
Ix time of peace, the horſes belonging 
to the army are diſtributed among the far- 
mers in particular diſtricts, who employ 
7.- them in huſbandry, and are at the expence 
of keeping them. If a horſe is lamed or 
| Killed by any accident, the farmer is obliged 
to make good the loſs. 

Tux corps of engineers is conſtantly in 
garriſon at Potſdam. It conſiſts chiefly of 
foreigners, and is far from being either 
numerous or reſpectable ; nor is it likely 
to improve much while it remains on its 
preſent footing; the higheſt rank in it be- 
ing that of colonel. The King is not very 
nice in the choice of theſe officers; if a 
man can ſketch a few plans, and talk a little 
of mathematics and fortifications, his Ma- 

jeſty is ſatisfied, and admits him without 
conſulting any one. The conſequence of 
this is, that few men of merit chooſe to 
enter into this corps. The pay of the 

j ofhcers is ſmall, the lieutenants receiving 
} only eighteen, and the captains no more 
ene than thirty crowns a-month. This would 
A hardly be ſufficient for their ſupport, if 
they had not pretty good perquiſites when 
they are employed in ſuperintending the 

public 
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public works. Till very lately, the beſt en- 


gincers in the King's ſervice excelled onl 
in the open field, and were but little ac- 
quainted with the art of conducting fieges, 
or defending fortifications. Since the peace, 
indeed, ſome few foreigners of conſiderable 
abilities, have entered into this corps, but 
they are all of them perſons that have 
iuffered ſome diſgrace in their own coun- 
try, one or two only excepted, and this 
reflects diſcredit on the whole corps. So 
little does his Pruſhan Majeſty ſeem to 
| care about whom he employs in this line, 
that he ſometimes makes a man an engi- 
neer who profeſſes to be wholly unquali- 
. hed for it. I remember an inſtance of _ 7 
| | ſort in Mr. D —, a captain of grena-| , 
diers in the French ſervice, who was a very 
honeſt man, and a good officer, but having 
1 imprudently got deeply in debt, was obliged 
to decamp. This gentleman came to Potſ- 
dam, and offered his ſervices to the King 
of Pruſſia, who was pleaſed with his ap- 
pearance and abilities, and ſoon after- 
wards appointed him major in the corps of 
engineers. It was to no purpoſe that the 
captain of grenadiers aſſured his Majeſty, 
that he had never ſerved in ſuch a capacity, 
and that he knew no more of this branch of 
war, chan what is abſolutely neceſſary for 
2 n officer of inſantry to be acquainted 
I 2 with ; 
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with; the King would hear nothing on 
the ſubject. | | 

Tax Sieur de ———, lieutenant-colonel 
and engineer in the French ſervice, de- 
ſerted and came to Potidam, where he was 
preſented to the King of Pruſſia by the 
name of Count D—— . His Majeſty 
finding him to be a man of talents, accepted 
his ſervices, and gave him good appoint- 
ments. This felf-created Count had the 
effrontery to introduce his wife to the 
Queen and Princeſſes. The Princeſs Royal 
was particularly civil to her, and often in- 
vited her to her table; about a twelve- 
month after the arrival of this couple, the 
pretended Countefs died, and not long af— 
ter, to the aſtoniſhment of every one at 
Potſdam, the Count's real wife made her 
appearance, and then it came out that the 
deceaſed was a girl of the town, whom 
he had picked up at Paris. This ſtory 
made no little noiſe, and ſoon reached the 
King's ear; his Majeſty contented himſelf 
with writing the following letter to the 
Frenchman : 


„% LIEUTENANxT Colonel Count D . 
or Mr. 'F——, when I thought you could 


„ be uſeful to me, it was a matter of indiffe- 
© rence to me Whether you had a wife or 
a miſtreſs; with my uſual indulgence, 

| * there- 


£c 
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* therefore, I overlook your inſolence in 
+ introducing her to the Royal Family; 
* ſhe is dead, and the affair is at an end. 
* I adviſe you, however, to reflect a little 
before you think of introducing this 
„other lady who has juſt made her ap- 
pearance. Content yourſelf with ſery- 
„ing me faithfully. At your age and 
mine it is time to have done with the wo- 
men. I pray God to keep you in his holy 
protection. | | 


| Signed i 
„ FREDERICK.” was Fd "ij 
. 3 
HereE this adventure ended, and the 
Licutenant-Colonel is now in Pruſſia, em- 
ployed in conſtructing fortifications. 
Tus field artillery is upon a good ſoot- 
ing in Pruſſia: it conſiſts of four regiments, 
of two battalions each, and twelve hun- 2,0 dg 
dred men to each battalion. Beſides theſe gart u- 1 
four regiments, there is another corps of 9 
artillery, conſiſting of ſix hundred horſe- 
men, which is in garriſon at Potſdam. 
The pieces are ſmall and ſhort, and are 3 
drawn by four ſtrong horſes, ſo that this 1 . 
artillery is moved wich great facility; in 1 
my opinion, however, the advantages re- 
ſulting from this eſtabliſhment, are by no 
means 
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I 
means equivalent to the expence that at- 
tends it. 

Tux corps of miners conſiſts. of twelve 
hundred men, divided into four companies, 
that are independent of each other. Three 
of theſe are old companies, the fourth 1s 
newly inſtituted. Ihe command of each 
company brings in about three -thouſand 
crowns a-year to the captain, and che 
whole corps is extremely well officered. 
An old officer, who has the command of 
one of theſe companies, related to me the 
following anecdote of himſelf. At the 
ſicge of Schweidnitz, the King being ex- 
tremely diſſatisfied with his engineers and 
miners, treated this gentleman fomewhat 
rudely, and concluded with ordering him 
to leave his ſervice. The officer, knowing 
the King's temper, made no reply, but 
quitted the ſpot. This happened in the 
trenches. The King ſeeing him walking 
off, called him back: “ You may ſtay — 
{aid his Majeſty,.—“ till che ſiege is over, 
and then you may go o” I am obliged 
to your Majeſty,” replied the officer, for 
giving me leave to break an arm or a 
leg before I leave your ſervice, but 1 
„ {hall ſtand in need of both to ſave your 
Majeſty the expence of having me car- 
* ried out of your territories“ The King 
ſmiled at this repartec, : ſent him back to 
his work, and ordered him a gratuity.- 
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Art the troops are new cloathed every A 
year; the old ſuit is turned and mended \ 
to be worn in common; the new ſuit is q 
put on when the ſoldier” is on duty. b! 
They have likewife a working dreſs, con- 
lifting of a jacket and breeches made of 
old regimentals. In winter they have 
breeches of woollen cloth, and in | ſummer 
of linen. 

ALL the infantry are cloathed in blue 
coats,” with white waiſtcoats and breeches, 

il the guards excepted, who wear buff colour- \, 
ed waiſtcoats and breeches. The regiments 
are diſtinguiſhed by the different colours of 
| their facings, and by the trimmings of the 
officer's coats, for their waiſtcoats are al- 
ways plain. The uniform of the foot- 
guards is very rich, and that of the officers 
magnificent. The King's aid-de-camps, and 
the ſupernumerary officers who belong to 
no particular regiment, wear blue coats | 
faced with red, and embroidered. with 
filver, with buff-coloured waiſtcoats and 
breeches. This, however, is their grand 
uniform, and is but ſeldom worn, for in 
general all theſe gentlemen conform to. the 
taſte of their maſter, and wear a plain uni- 
form. General officers are Aan 
by a/white feather in their hats. J 

Tan firſt battalion of guards wear white . c eng dl 
ſpatterdaſhes; all the reſt of the infantry { 1. C 1 
wear black ones. [ 
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Tun regiments of inſantry are but in- 
differently ſupplied with hats and caps. The 
grenadiers and fuſileers wear caps, on the 
front of which are the arms of Pruſſia on a 


plate of copper: theſe caps are ſo ex- 


tremely ſhallow in the crown, that the 
men are obliged to ſecure them behind 
with a lock of hair faſtened to a little hook; 
this, however, is not ſufficient to prevent 
the cap from falling forwards, fo that the 
ſoldier finds it difficult to keep it on, and 


after all it affords him no defence either 


from the ſun or the rain. The hats of 
the field infantry are as injudiciouſly con- 
trived as the grenadiers caps, being much 
too ſhallow in the crown, The cavalry 
are better ſerved in this reſpect, but their 
hats are of an enormous ſize. 


— Taz firelock uſed by the infantry is very 


heavy and too ſhort; on the other hand 
the bayonet is of great length, and this, 
with the cylindrical ramrod the King has 
juſt introduced in all his regiments of foot, 
makes the firelock extremely cumberſome, 

the end of the barrel being heavier by 
leaſt three pounds than the breech — che 
iece, This will no doubt contribute to 
render the fire of the Pruſhan infantry leſs 
deſtructive, eſpecially as they have already 
contracted a bad habit of firing too low: 
if we add to this, that the Pruſſian troops, 
from the quickneſs of their fire, are unable 
to 
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to charge properly, we ſhall be convinced 
that they make more noiſe than execution; 
1 have ſeen Whole battalions (even of the 
guards, who are certainly the beſt diſci- 
plined of any) employed in firing at pla- 
toons of ſoldiers painted on boards, and 
placed within a ſmall diſtance, On thefe 
occaſions they ſeldom hit any part but. 
the legs, and the greateſt part of their ſhot 
was fired into the ground. All the beſt 
officers in the ſervice agree, that theſe ne 
| cylindrical ramrods have only the fingle 

advantage of enabling the troops to charge 
a little quicker, but at the ſame time are 
attended with numerous inconveniences, 
l and they are afraid that this invention; which 

has coll the King between three or four 
hundred thouſand crowns, will be the 
means of loſing him the firſt battle he en- 
© gages in; none of them, however, have 
the courage to communicate their fears to 9 
this Prince, becauſe it 1s -his own inven- 
tion. EY rs a 

Tuer will perkaps, be men weak enongh., „ T 

to introduce theſe ramrods in France, and „ U. 
other countries, as well as the order of. * i 
firing eſtabliſhed in Pruſſia; I am conhdent, : 
however, that the latter is totally repug- 
nant to the character of the French nation ; 
the bayonet being the weapon that is che 


beſt runs to it, and woes by wy: 
K the 
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the only way to turn their impetuous cou- 
rage to advantage. 

Tux Pruſſian infantry are furniſhed with 
{mall broad ſwords; their cartouch-boxes 
contain about ſixty rounds of ammunition. 

Tux officers, beſide the ſword, are armed 
with a ſpontoon, the ſhaft of which is 
thirteen or fourteen feet long. The ſer- 
Jeants' halberds are ſixteen feet long; but 
theſe weapons are hardly in ſufficient num- 
ber to anſwer the purpoſe they are intend- 


ed for. The divifions are cloſed at the 


right and left by ſerjeants, who, when there 
is occaſion, hook their halberds together, 
and by this means incloſe their platoons, 
ſo that the ſoldier cannot make his eſcape, 
but is obliged to fight. The keld officers 
are always on horſeback, and command 
ſword in hand, as well as the generals, 

Tur King furniſhes uniforms for all the 
officers of his army, a ſtoppage being made 
in their pay for this purpoſe, and carried 
every month to the army cheſt, which is 
under the direction of Major-General de 


Wurtemberg. This officer, in whom his 
Majeſty places the higheſt degree of con- 
Silent, has ſeldom leſs than five millions, 


of crowns in his hands, for which he ac- 
counts with the King in perſon. The Ge- 
neral, who is a man of genius, is amaſling 
an immenſe fortune. It is certain, that 
there 1s no country in Europe, where a 

man 
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1 
man may commit abuſes in oſſice with ſo 
much impunity as in Pruſſia; when a per- 


fon can once gain the confidence of the 


ſovereign, every thing is permitted. 

Every regiment of infantry and fuſileers, 
like the artillery, conſiſts of W] battalions, 
and each battalion of fix companies, one 
of which is compoled of grenadiers. Each 
company conſiſts of two hundred men, 


eighty of whom are foreigners, and the 
- reſt natives of Pruſha. The former are 5 


confined to their garriſons in. che ſtricteſt man- 
ner, being never ſuffered to go out of the walls 
of the town, and as the Pruſhan troops do 
not change their ſtations as in France, and 
moſt other countries of Europe, deſertion 
is difficult, though it is now and then effect- 
ed. As ſoon as a ſoldier is miſſing from 
a garriſon, his deſertion is announced to 
the adjacent country by a diſcharge of 
cannon, and parties are inſtantly diſpatch- 
ed after him in different directions, ſo that 
it is a thouſand to one if the poor devil 
eſcapes; if a peaſant receives him into his 
cottage, he is ſeverely puniſhed; but if he 
brings back the runaway to the garriſon, 
he is amply rewarded. The natives of 
Pruſſia have more liberty, the greater num- 


Webs. 


ber of them being allowed to ſpend ten 


months of the year at home, viz. from the 
farſt of June till the firſt of April, employed 
K 2 in 
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in agriculture, or in any other way they 
pleaſe, Theſe men (generally about one 


hundred from each company] are ſuffered 


10 take with them their old cloaths, but 
their new uniform, together with their 
arms and accoutrements, remain with the 


regiment, and their pay during the ten 


months of their abſence is carried to the 


regimental cheſt, and diſpoſed of at the 
King's pleaſure, His Majeſty uſually dil- 
tributes it in gratuities to thoſe captains in 
the regtment who have ſerved him with 


1 the moſt zeal, giving to ſome thirty, and to 


5 k 


others twenty, or only fifteen mens' pay. 
The ſurplus goes towards the raiſing foreign 
recruits, a great number of officers being 
conſtantly employed for this purpoſe at 
Liege, Aix la Chapelle, Hamburg, Nurem- 
burg, Franckfort, and ather places. As 
for the national recruus they colt nothing, 
every one of the King's ſubjects, the nobi- 
lity only excepted, being deſtined: to the 
ſervice from their cradle, and obliged: to 
wear a badge for this purpoſe, The King's 
dominions are divided into a certain num» 
ber of cantons, or diſtricts, each of which 
is obliged to raiſe a certain number of men. 
Not only each regiment, therefore, | but 


each company of a regiment has its parti- 


cular diftrict, and at the age of ſixteen, every 
_ pealant,. mechanic, merchant, or citizen, 
has 


} 


} 
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has his name inſcribed in the war-liſt of his 


canton, and is obliged, when called upon, to 
join che regiment, or company, belonging 
to chat diſtrict; ſor it is very ſeldom, and 
only upon extenardinary occaſions, that 
perſons inrolled in one canton are allowed 
to be turned over to another corps, not 
even to the guards, becauſe theſe have like- 


wiſe their diſtricts for national recruits, 


and are ſupplied only with foreigners from 
the reſt of the army. When any regiment 
or company is in want of freſh men. to 
ſupply the place of ſuch as are dead or diſ- 
milled from the ſervice, a held officer, com- 
monly the major of the regiment, goes into 
the canton, and chooſes the number re- 
quilite to ſupply the deficiency. This. bu- 


ſineſs is conducted in a very impartial man- 
ner, the ſubjects ſeleqed being always ſuch. 


as are the beſt fitted for ſervice, and who 
are the leaſt wanted at home. Among the 
pealantry, the eldeſt ſon is uſually exempted 
from the ſervice, that he may be educated 
to huſbandry; and when a farmer has only 
one ſon, it ſeldom happens that he is forced 
into the army, unleſs he is remarkably tall 
and well made. 

Tuxst national recruits remain at firſt an 
entire year with their regiments, in order 
to their being completely inſtructed in the 
manual exerciſe. After that time, they are 

allowed 


1 

allowed to return home every year for ten 
months, like the reſt of their comrades, and 
when they have attained the age of forty 
are permitted to quit the ſervice, a privi- 
lege never granted to foreigners, who are 
detained in it, impriſoned, if we may 
be allowed the expreſſion, in their garri- 
ſons, till they are diſabled by old age or 
diſeaſe. 

A certain number of officers from every 
regiment are ſent once a month into their 
reſpective diſtricts, to inquire into the be- 
haviour of the ſoldiers who are abſent from 
the regiment, and to receive the reports of 
the magiſtrates on this ſubject. When any 
one of theſe ſoldiers is deren of paſſing from 
his own to another canton, for the ſake of 
getting employment, or on other buſineſs, 
he is obliged to apply to the burgo-maſter 
of his diſtrict, who grants his requeſt if it 
appears reaſonable, but not till he has 
procured two reſponſible perſons to be 
ſureties for his return within a limited time, 
or the moment he receives an order for 
that purpoſe. 

IT is the buſineſs of the officers 1 N. 
the men in the different cantons in this 
manner, to inſpect, at the ſame time, the 
horſes belonging to the army, to ſee that 
the farmers, with whom they are intruſted, 
keep them in a condition kit for ſervice on 
any emergency. 

Tus 


La l 


Tax commanders of the different. corps, 
are obliged to take care chat all this is duly 
executed, and that every thing is in readi- 
neſs to take the field at a moment's Warn- 
ing; for throughout the Pruſſian domi- 
nions every branch of the military depart- 


ment, even the minuteſſ and ſeeminglyx 


moſt trifling article, is attended to with ſo 
much exactitude and unremitting attention, 
from the ſovereign down to the common 
ſoldier, that in the ſhort ſpace of four 
or "five days, a numerous army may be 
aſſembled and ready to take the field, with- 
out the different regiments that are to 
compoſe. it knowing any thing of the 
matter, till they come to the place of ren- 


dezvous : thus, for inſtance, when an order. 


is diſpatched for this purpoſe into the different 
diſtricts, the ſoldiers are inſtantly collected, 
ſo as to be enabled to join their reſpeclive 
regiments within eight-and-forty hours. 
The third day they are armed and equip- 
ped, and during this. interval the horſes 
belonging to the artillery, and to the diffe- 
rent companies' of each regiment, are col- 
lected at the head-quarters, ſo that on the 
fourth or fifth day the. regiment marches 


to The pla ace of encampment. Throughout 


the cleCtorate of Brandenburg, the troops 
are 4 Julicioully diſpoſed” in the ſeveral 
garriſons, that within the ſpace of eight 
days they may be collected on the nen 
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of Saxony, and even have paſſed the Elbe, 
and penetrated into that country. It is the 
fame in Sileſia, and in the county of Glaats, 
ſo that a Pruffian army may have invaded 
Auſtrian Sileſia, and a part of Bohemia, 
before the court of Vienna is even apprized 
of their being in motion. Similar arrange- 
ments are adopted in Pomerania, Pruſſia, 
and indeed in every part of the King's do- 
minions, by which means this Monarch is 
enabled at the beginning of a War, to exe- 
cute ſome grand and unexpedled coup de 
main, Which at "once aftoniſhes and appals 
his enemies. The Pruſſian power will al- 
ways continue formidable to its neighbours 
ſo long as they remain in their preſent 
ſlate, unable to prevent or to check its firſt 
operations. ue 

Bexs1Des the Berlaubten, which is the name 
given to the ſoldiers who are- ſent home 
to their families after the annual exerciſe, 
there are ſtil} about an hundred men of 
each company remaining in the ſeveral 
garriſons, eighty of whom are foreigners, 
and the reſt natives of Pruſſia. The cap- 
tains are allowed to exempt thirty or forty, 
and fometimes more of theſe men from 
duty, that they may fubfiſt by their in- 
duſtry, as their pay in fuch caſes goes into 
the pocket of the captain, who on his part 
is obliged to anſwer for ſuch as are em- 
ployed out of the garriſon, and ta procure 
other 
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other men in their ſtead in caſe they de- 
ſert, which does not often happen, as this 
privilege is allowed only to the natives of 
Pruſha, the foreigners being permitted to 
work only within the walls of a town. 
Theſe workmen, who have the name of 
Freywachter, are obliged to appear at the 
roll-call, to fleep every night at their 
quarters, and to be under arms occaſionally 
when the regiment is exerciſed, Like the 
Berlaubten, they are ſtrictly diſciplined in 
April and May, and during theſe two 
months they receive their pay themſelves. 
In the great towns, ſuch as Potſdam, Ber- 


lin, Breſlaw, Koningſberg, &c. molt of the 


 Freywachters are employed at their trades, 


or in private families, in the capacities of | 


coachmen, grooms, &c, From what has 
been faid, the Reader will perceiye that the 
greatelt part of the Pruſſian army is in fact 
a militia; by which means the expence of 
the army eſtabliſhment is greatly leſſened, 
and the ſtate gains much from the labour 
of ſo many men. 

Wurx the ſoldiers of a company appear 
backward in applying for leave to work, 
the captain, who is unwilling to loſe his 
uſual perquiſites, orders one of his ſubal- 


tern officers to procure ꝓim as many work- wha, ted 
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ing men'as are wanting to make up the de- 
hciency. The way in which the latter 
tulhls his commithon, is by Keeping the 

L men 
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men from being idle, and puniſhing them 
for the leaſt defect with great rigour. This 
method ſoon produces the deſired effect, 
and the captain has more applications 
made to him than he can grant. Such is 
the tyranny permitted by the philoſophi- 
cal Frederick, and which anſwers no other 
purpoſe than to gratify the avarice of his 


rel ue captains, there being no ſervice in Europe 


“d . 


in which the command of a company is 


. * more lucrative than in the Pruſſian. On 


(Sous) oe the other hand, the pay of the ſubaltern 
bee. . officers is extremely ſlender, but their zeal 
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is kept alive by the hopes of one day riſing 
to the head of a company. At Potſdam, 
the officers of every rank are the beſt off: 
thoſe of the firſt battalion of guards dine 
every day at court ; thoſe of the ſecond 
and third battalions, md of the grenadier . 
guards, at a tavern, where a table is pro-: 
vided for them at the King's expence. CL 
The Prince Royal does the ſame for the +, (; 
' officers of his regiment. As for the com , 
mon ſoldiers, the greater number of them 
living the greater part of the year in their 
villages, in the manner we have related, are 
but a ſmall expence to the ſtate, though 
always ready for ſervice. Thoſe who re- 
main in the garriſons, and are employed 
as Freywachters, are in ſome reſpects better 
off than the labourers and workmen, be- 
cdule they arc lodged and cloathed by the 
King ; 
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King; the reſt of the regiment do the duty; 
but every thing is ſo managed, that every 
ſoldier has three free days in the week; 
and as he is taught only ſuch manceuvres 
as are abſolutely neceſſary, the manual 
exerciſe is ſhort after he is once inſtructed 
in it, ſo that on field days it ſeldom laſts 
much more than half an hour. When the 
battalions march out of Potſdam to be 
exerciſed, eſpecially when the King is pre- 
ſent, they form as ſoon as they have reach- 
ed the ground, after which they perform 
a few evolutions, and then file off, The 
march of the Pruſhan infantry is ealy, 
ſteady, and not fatiguing ; it 1s regulated 
by muſic only in the manceuvres ; when the 
troops advance in columns, and in other 
evolutions, the ſoldier marches at his eaſe. 

AN erroneous notion has got abroad, 
that the Pruſſian ſoldier is inceſſantly under 
the diſcipline of the cane. It is indeed 
true, that in Pruſſia, as well as in other 
parts of Germany, the ſoldier whenever 
he commits a fault is puniſhed with ſtrokes 


of a cane, or a broad ſword (according to 
the different cuſtoms of different corps); 


but this puniſhment is never left to the 
caprice of a ſubaltern or ſerjeant, the num- 
ber. of ſtrokes being limited, and propor- 
tioned to the fault committed. This cor- 
rection ſuddenly and publicly inflicted, has 
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certainly a good effect. Chains and im- 
priſonment, are, in Pruſſia, {employed only 
for criminals. But neither the cane nor 
the broad ſword are uſed during the gene- 
ral exerciſes; they are employed only 
when a regiment is exerciſed by itſelf. In 
the general exerciſes if a ſoldier is defective, 
he is noted by ſome officer preſent, and 
ſent back to practiſe with the recruits, 
where he is generally ſeverely puniſhed. 

Iv the firit battalion of guards, the ſoldier 
is puniſhed by ſtrokes of a broad ſword, 
which are inflicted by a ſubaltern officer; 
in the reſt of the guards, as well as in 
all the different corps of cavalry, the 
ſame correction is adminiſtered by a ſer- 
jeant, in the preſence of the officer who or- 
ders it. In all the other regiments of the 
army, the ſoldier is caned for neglect, but 
never without the order of an officer. 
When a ferjeant of any corps 1s to he 
puniſhed, 1t 1s with a broad ſword, and by 
the hands of a ſubaltern' officer; if the 
ferjeant, as is not unfrequently the cafe, 
happens to be of noble extraction, the 
puniſhment conſiſts of four ftrokes of the 
broad {word on his ſhoulders. inflicted by 
the commanding officer of the regiment. 
None above the rank of ſerjeant are pu- 
niſhed in this manner, but are ſent to 
the guard-nouſe, and when their offence is 
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conſiderable, the commanding officer gives 
notice of it to the King. 

Ix Pruſha, the ſoldier is inſtructed in a 
very. methodical manner. When he is 
firſt brought to the regiment, he is placed 
under the care of a ſerjeant, who teaches 


him how to walk, and to hold up his 


head, as well as the ule of his firelock ; 
and he is every day inſpected by an officer, 
who is careful to ſee that he is properly 
inſtructed. For ſome days he is treated 
with gentleneſs, and allowance is made 
for his natural timidity and awkwardneſs ; 
his duty is repeatedly explained to him, 
and he is ſoon taught to know that his 
body 1s to move only at the word of com- 
mand, and that at the word halt, he is to 
be as immoveable as a ſtatue; the leading 
principle of his Pruſhan Majeſty's military 
ſyſtem, ſeeming to be to reduce his troops 
to the nature of machines, to teach chem 
to have no will of their own, and to be 
as deaf and as pityleſs as their muſkets.— 
When the young recruit has acquired the 
firſt principles with preciſion, he is exer- 
ciſed with the other recruits of the ſame 
company, twice a-day in ſummer, and 
once a- day in winter, by a liemenand, the 
captain himſelf uſually attending to alhit, 
and to ſelect ſuch as are ſufficiently in- 


ſtructed, that they may be incorporated 


with 
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with the company, and exerciſed with the 
reſt of the battalion. When the ſoldier 
has paſſed through all theſe gradations of 
diſcipline, and it is known what he can do, 
he is told that now the leaſt neglect will 
be ſeverely puniſhed ; and, indeed, ſo truly 
is this obſerved, that in the exerciſe of the 


battalions, even an unavoidable accident, 


ſuch as the dropping a bayonet, or 'the 


falling off of a hat, is ſufficient to authoriſe 


the infliction of corporal puniſhment. I 


J have even ſeen a ſoldier caned for ſneezing. 


This may appear hard and tyrannical, but 
it is certain, that by adhering {trictly to this 
rigorous diſcipline, accidents of this ſort 


happen rarely. An old officer ſaid to me 
one day at Potſdam, * Nos ſoldats 4 pre- 
* ſent ne louſſent pas ſi ſouvent qu autreſois. | 
* Our ſoldiers do not cough ſo often now | 


* as they uſed to do.“ 

Durixc the months of April and May, 
beſides the general exerciſes, which are 
ſrequent, the different companies are every 
day exerciſed by their reſpective captains, 
in marching, firing, and in ſhort in all the 
different branches of diſcipline, It is ob- 
ſerved, however, that there is but little 
powder conſumed in Pruſſia, the troops be- 
ing ſeldom exerciſed in actual firing. 

Ox the firſt day of every month, the 
captain receives the pay of his company, 
and diſtributes it himſelf to his men every 

ve 
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five days. In the firſt battalion of guards, 
the ſoldier's pay for five days amounts to | 
fifteen gros, or two ſhillings and ninepence |, ,z 
ſterling. The ſecond and third battalions , & 
of guards, the artillery, miners, and all 
the grenadiers of the army receive twelve e 
gros; the reſt of the infantry only eight. IE „sg NN 
It ought to be obſerved, however, that ex- *.«.., ja, © 
cluſive of their pay, all the troops are . . 
ſurniſhed With bread. The pay of th!“ 
ſerjeant, in every corps, is a gros, or three 89 
halfpence ſterling, more than the common 
ſoldiers. | ; | \ Pooh Wo 
EACH company, as I have already re- Ta). od 
marked, conſiſts of two hundred men, and - 
is commanded by a captain, two lieute- Y ts 
nants, two ſecond lieutenants, two enſigns, , ., 
and eight ſerjeants. The firſt of theſe ſer- . ©, 0 
jeants is uſually of noble extraction, and +» l,, © 


is ſtiled Fahnjunker ; he carries the colours =» 


of che company, and in his turn riſes io) 94 
the rank of a commiſſioned officer. The 
oldeſt Fahnjunker in the regiment is allowed 
to wear a ſilver hilted ſword by way of 
diſtinction. All theſe Fahnjunkers have the 
ſame cloaths and pay as the other ſerjeants, 


and when they are found guilty of neglect, 


are,, puniſhed with ftrokes of the broad 
ſword, by the hands of the commanding 
officer. 

I xave had occaſion to ſpeak of the pay 
of the Pruſſian officers, and of the ſtoppage 
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out of it for a hat and uniform, that are 
provided for them once a-year; but thoſe 
who are neat and economical enough to 
make theſe articles laſt two years, receive 
the value of chem in money. This circum- 
ſtance, however, does not often happen. 
The lieutenants uſually receive a ſmall 
gratuity every month from their captain, 
and are frequently invited to his table, in 
the cavalry at leaſt, for in the infantry, this 
hoſpitality is leſs common; upon guard 
days, however, it is a rule in every com- 
pany for the captain to provide a dinner 
for all his officers. 

Bxs1Dts the officers I have mentioned, 
each regiment has its paymaſter and chap- 
lain, and each battalion its adjutant, quar- 
termaſter, and ſurgeon-major, who has a 
mate for each company. Every regiment, 
likewiſe, has a drum- major, a band of mu- 
fic, conſiſting of hautboys, clarinettes, French 
ns. and baſſoons; an armourer, a tay- 
1or, and à ſhoemaker. There are niore 
/ drummers i in the Pruſſian army, in propor- 
tion to the number of troops, than in any 
other fervice in Europe. 

Int Prufhan cavalry has been brought 
to an aſtoniſhing degree of excellence ſince 
the peace. This is in a great meaſure 
owing to the King's indeſatigable attention 
to their diſcipline, but no ſmall ſhare of 
praiſe on this head is due to that brave and 

| expe- 
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experienced officer, the late General Seid- 
litz. This part of the army 1s divided into 
horſe- guards, gens d' armes, carabiniers, cui- 
raſſiers, dragoons, huſſars, and boſniacs, 

| Tur firſt of theſe, the horſe-guards, con- 
_ fiſt only of a ſingle regiment of light horſe, 
compoſed of three ſquadrons; this corps 
recruits from the dragoons. The gens d'armes 
conſiſt of ten, the carabiniers and cut- 
raſſiers of five ſquadrons each. In all the 
different corps of cavalry the ſquadron 
conſiſts of two hundred men, and each re- 
giment, like the reſt of the army, has its 
particular canton. The regiments of dra- 
goons, like the cuiraſhers, conſiſt of five 
{ſquadrons each, two only excepted that are 
of ten; thoſe of huſſars and boſniacs con- 
fiſt of ten, except two of the former that 
are of fifteen, and one of the latter (Loſſou's 
boſniacs) that is of twenty ſquadrons. In 
the body guards, carabiniers, and cuiraſ- 
fiers, each ſquadron is divided into two 
companies of an hundred men each, the 
ſquadron being commanded by a field 
officer, and the ſeparate companies by a 
captain, lieutenant, cornet, and four ſer- 
jeants, one of whom, as in the infantry, 
is a Falinjunter and ſtandard bearer. In 
the dragoons, huſſars, and boſniacs, there 
is no diviſion of the ſquadrons into com- 
panies, but each ſquadron is commanded 


by a major, or other field officer, who has 
M under 
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under him a captain, two lieutenants, two 
ſub-lieutenants, a cornet, and ſeven ſer- 
jeants. All the regiments of cavalry, hke 
the infantry, have their paymaſters, chap- 
lains, ſurgeons, &c. they have likewife a 
lerjeant- farrier, a boot- maker, trumpeter, &c. 

Tux pay of the common men in the cavalry 
is about two gros, or threepence ſterling, 
a-day; the ſerjeants, as in the infantry, 
receive a £705 more. There are ſixty-four 


| foreigners in cach ſquadron, the reſt is 


compoſed of natives of Pruſſia, the greater 
part of whom are diſperſed at home in 
their reſpective diſtricts, during ten months 
of the year, in the ſame manner as thoſe 
belonging to the infantry. The emolu- 
ments of the officers, and particularly of 
the captains of cavalry, are ſomewhat 
greater than in the infantry. All the regi- 
ments of horſe are new cloathed every 
year, but their cloaks, and the furniture 
of their horſes are renewed only once in 
two years. 

Tax horſe-guards, gens-d'armes, carabi- 
niers, and cuiraſhers, all wear the ſame 
uniform, which is a light buff-coloured 
coat without pockets, a jacket edged with 
filk or lace, and buckſkin breeches. The 
diflerent regiments are diſtinguiſhed by the 
different colour of their buttons, and 
facings of their coats. Their facings and 

their 
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their jackets are always of the ſame colour. 


heir boots are all ſquare toed, and their 


hats differ from thoſe of. the infantry, in 
being of an enormous ſize, The King 
hunſelf wears a hat of the ſame kind, and 
it certainly has a fine effect on horſeback. 


Tux cuiraſhers are ſurniſhed with an 


iron breaſt-plate that is muſket proof, 
and defends the farepart of their bodies; 
the crown of their hats is likewiſe covered 
with ſteel. Their arms conſiſt of a muſ- 
ketoon, piſtols, and a long ſtraight broad 
ſword In time of battle they leave their 
muſketoons with the baggage, and only 
ule their broad ſwords, not in the way of 
cutting, however, but merely thruſting, 
which no doubt does more. execution; all 
the Pruſſian cayalry being accuſtomed to 
charge at full ſpced, fon yet with ſuch an 
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inconceivable preciſion are all their exo- 


lutions performed, that they preſerve their 


ranks and diſtances with the utmoſt ex- 


actneſs. 

Tux uniform of the dragoons is a light 
blue coat, white waiſtcoat, and buckſkin 
breeches. The different regiments are dil- 
tinguiſhed by their buttons. Ther hats 
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are not quite ſo large as thoſe of the 


cuiraſſiers. Theſe troops, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
can only be ſaid to have the name of dra- 


/ g90ns, as they never fight on foot, and are, 
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in fact, a light horſe. This is not the caſe, 
however, with the other regiments of 
cavalry, all of which are exerciſed both 
on foot and on horſeback. 

Tux regiments of huſſars wear uniforms 
of different colours, but all made in the 
Hungarian faſhion. There is one ' regi- 
ment cloathed in a dark brown cloth, that 
is nearly of a black colour: this corps 
is diſtinguiſhed by the name of Black huſſars, 
and all the men have a death's head im- 
printed on the front of their caps: the 
ſtandards of the regiment are likewiſe orna- 
mented with this tremendous inſignia. The 
boſniacs are dreſſed in the Poliſh taſte, 

All the different corps I have been 
ſpeaking of, whether infantry, - artillery, 
or cavalry. have their reſpective garriſons 
and fixed quarters, which they never quit, 
except in time of war, or during the grand 
manceuvres. The officers, both of the 
cavalry and infantry, remain conſtantly 
with their regiments, and are never allowed 
to be abſent from their garriſons without 
the King's ſpecial leave, which is not often 
granted, and never for more than fix 
weeks or two months, Officers of every 
rank, from the general to the ſerjeant, are all 
equally obliged to ſubmit to this regula- 
tion. The effect of this confinement is, 
that the Pruſhan officers are in general of 

a graver, 
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a graver, ſteadier diſpoſition than thoſe | 
of moſt other countries in Europe. From 
a conſtant and invariable repetiuon of the 
ſame objects and functions, their ideas, as 
may naturally. be ſuppoſed, are not very 
enlarged; nor does the King ſeem to wiſh 
that their thoughts ſhould wander much 
from the immediate objects of their pro- 
ſeſhon.. Now and then, however, there are 
men of; ſuperior genius, who cultivate and 
diſplay the talents they inherit from na- 
ture, in ſpite of theſe ſhackles 5 and when- 
ever this happens they are ſure of being 
promoted. A mere attention to duty in 
the Pruſhan ſervice is not conſidered as a 
mark of any ſingular merit; and therefore 
ſeldom raiſes a man higher than to the 
command of a company, and this merely 
by length of ſervice: but his Majeſty, who 
knows how to. appreciate talents and ge- 
nius, never fails to foſter and encourage 
them wherever he meets with them, whe- 
ther in the ſubaltern or the private ſoldier. 
He is aware that a man may be an admi- 
rable prohcient at drilling recruits, and 
yet make but a piteous figure at the head 
of an army. He is, therefore, careful to 
employ only men of genius in the higher 
ranks. of his ſervice, and to leave to the 
drudgery of (diſcipline, thoſe who fancy 
that the ſole end of life, is to teach men 

to 
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to turn out their toes, to hold up their 
heads, and to handle their firelocks. | 
Ir is hardly poſſible for the Reader to 
form an adequate idea of the exactneſs and 
precifion, with which all that I have de- 
ſcribed is executed in Pruſſia, In matters 
of military diſcipline, this government is 
certainly without its equal; it would be 
ible, however, to arrive at the ſame 
perfection in France, and other parts of 
Europe, if the military commanders in thoſe 
countries were to lay aſide their preu- 
dices, and abandon cuſtoms that continue 
to be adopted notwithſtanding their ab- 
{urdity. 
Fon | theſe five-and-twenty years paſt, all 
the powers in Europe have been endea- 
vouring to imitate the Pruſſian armies ; bur, 
unfortunately, the greater part of them 
have adopted the more trifling parts of the 
Pruſſian manœuvres, though, ſeemingly, 
without properly underſtanding even theſe, 
and have never once attained the main 
object. They have contented themſelves 
with copying the Pruſſian uniform, teach- 
ing their ſoldiers the Pruſhan exerciſe, and 
with introducing a ſevere and troubleſome 
diſcipline, without knowing the principles 
of true diſcipline, or the means of eſta- 
blifhing it. If they had been at the pains 
of examining the military conſtitution of 
Pruſha, 
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Pruſſia, they might have perceived chat 
what is eligible in that country, may be in- 
effectual, or even prejudicial in others, and 
that the diſcipline which forms the baſis of 
the military conſtitution of that kingdom, 
has been long eſtabliſhed, and has under- 
gone no material changes ſince the time of 
the Great Elector. 

A Prince who models an army, ought 
carefully to conſider the ob) ect for which 
it is intended, and the charaderifiic of the 
nation that is to compoſe it, for it is im- 
poſſible to convert a Ruſſian into an Italian, 
or a Pruſſian into a Frenchman. 

Ir the Pruſhans in their tactics had imi- 
tated the Greeks and Romans our maſters, 
and had adapted the military principles of 
thoſe ancient warriors to their diſcipline, 
the preciſion of their evolutions, and the 
exactneſs of their manceuvres, what troops 
could have reſiſted them in regular battle, 
and in the open held ? 

Tux Prufhan troops are, without doubt, 
the fineſt, and the beſt modelled of any in 
the known world; their diſcipline, and 
the Irequency of their exerciſes, will always 
give them the ſuperiority, ſo long as the 
troops of other European powers conti- 
nue to fight in the ſame order they do 
at preſent; but if a judicious military 
critic were to examine the motives that have 

determined 
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determined his Pruſſian Majeſty to form 
his infantry in three ranks, and to pre- 
fer the uſe of fire to that of the bayonet, 
he would cafily perceive that theſe motives 
are altogether political, and not founded 
on juſt military principles. He would ob- 
ſerve, that this infantry, which is become 
ſo truly formidable, is compoled of men 
of every nation, and' of every religion in 
Europe, who are animated neither by a 
ſpirit of patriotiſm, nor by loyalty to their 
prince, but who are kept together merely 
by the conſtraint of diſcipline; that half 
theſe troops would be eager to embrace an 
opportunity of throwing off ſo burthen- 
{ome a yoke; and that theſe, no doubt, 
are the reaſons that have determined the 
great Frederick to adopt his preſent mode 


of fighting, although his ſuperior under- 


ſtanding in military matters mult have con- 
vinced him long ago, that brave and well 
diſciplined troops ought always to charge 
by impulſion, and with bayonets fixed. 


We may preſume that this Prince is ſen- 


ſible of the great riſk he would run, were 
he to train his infantry to this method, 
though indiſputably ſo excellent; for it is 
probable, that at the inſtant he ſhould 
order them to charge with the bayonet, 
a great part of them would go over to 
the enemy. Theſe conhderations, there- 

fore, 
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fore, have induced him to adapt his diſ- 
cipline to that mode of fighting which his 
politics have obliged him to adopt. Other 
powers have been eager to imitate him, 
without ſeeming to be aware that by. fo 
doing they deprived themſelves of all the 
advantages they might derive from a good 
military conftitukfion, and from troops com- 
pole of brave citizens. Although the 
Pruſſian infantry fight upon a bad prin- 
ciple, yet the quickneſs and preciſion of 
their manœuvres ſeem to make up for the 
defects of their tactics. | hes 

Tux favourite manœuvres of the King of 
Pruſſia, are the change of front, (of which 
the oblique order is always the bafis) and 
the forming it into columns on the right 
and left, by means of which he directs his 
greateſt ſtrength to the particular point he 
has in view, and at the fame time ſecures 
the weaker part of his army from the 
enemy's attack. This manceuvre of changing 
poſition by opening into columns, ſupplies 
the inconvenience of not being cahly able 
to wheel about, which the Pruſhan' batta- 
lions are. ſubjea to from their want of 
ſolidity. It is performed with fuch won- 
derful quickneſs, that the whole front of 
the line changes its ſituation almoſt imper- 
ceptibly, and has, of courle, a fine ettect 
on the parade; but in dual battle, the 
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1 
ranks might eaſily be thrown into confu* 
tion, if they were ſuddenly attacked by 
an enterpriſing enemy juſt at this critical 
moment. | 

Turk is one ching greatly in We of 
his Pruſſian Majeſty's operations, and that 
is the confidence he is enabled to place in 
the exact diſcipline of his troops, and the 
preciſion with which his orders are ſure 
to be executed. This Prince is a perfect 
adept in the ſcience of ſham manœuvres; 
he himſelf, and a certain number of his 
aid-de-camps only are -acquainted with the 
point to which the attack is to be directed. 
There is no country upon earth where 
officers of every rank know fo well how 
to execute orders as in Pruſſia; and the 
reaſon of this is very ſimple: trained from 
their earlieſt years in the practice of ma- 
nœuvres, and accuſtomed never to extend 
their ideas beyond the objects they are 
charged with, they content themſelves 
with executing the orders they receive, 
without attempting to find out the reaſon 
why they are delivered. 

Tur Reader is not to ſuppoſe, however, 
that the manceuvres the King practiſes in 
public in the grand reviews, are the only 
ones he has recourſe to; there are others 
which are kept as ſecret as poſſible, and at 
which Qirangers are never allowed to be 

preſent, 
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prefent. They are all founded, however, 
on the ſame principle, which is to conceal 
their real object with all poſſible care by 
ſham movements, and after alarming the 
enemy throughout their front, to fall upon 
the part they mean to attack. The eſſen- 
tial point is to re-inforce the troops that 
make the attack, in ſuch a manner as to 
Enable them at the firſt ſhock to throw the 
party attacked into confuſion, and to diſ- 
poſe the reſt of the army in ſuch a manner, 
that it may be able to reſiſt long enough for 
the attacking party to complete their vic- 
tory. This is the grand principle of all 
_ Pruſſian manceuvres. 

His Pruſſian Majeſty, like, all the great 
capraſs both of ancient and modern times, 
is partial to the oblique order. It was by 
following this excellent method that Epa- 
minondas completely defeated the Lace- 
demonians at Leuctra, and afterwards at 
Mantinea, where this celebrated Theban 
general died of a wound he received in 
the fight. Cæſar owed his ſucceſs at Phar- 
{alia to the ſame method. In each of theſe 
inſtances, the combatants were Greeks and 
Romans contending with their country- 
men, but the {Kill of the generals was un- 
equal. | 

For theſe two centuries paſt the oblique 
order, as well as all the other orders that 
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are formed on the Tame principle, have been 
wholly neglected and laid aſide, except by 
ſome few generals of tranſcendent genius, 
ſuch as the great Guſtavus Adolphus, Tu- 
renne, Montecuculi, and in our days Fre- 
derick II. 8 

Al. our generals f to have been 
ſeized with a rage (if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion) for extended fronts; to 
equal or exceed the enemy in 'this reſpect, 
feems to be their ne plus ultra. A vulgar 
prejudice prevents their perceiving that a 
line of infantry can be extended only 
at the expence of its ſtrength | and ſoli- 
dity ; and that the thinner it is, the leſs 
able it will be to reſiſt the leaſt ſhock, ſo 
that infantry formed on. a different and 
better principle, or even the moſt in- 
different cavalry will be able at once to 
throw it into confuſion; and yet this is 
what would inevitably happen; even to 
the Pruſſian infantry, though the beſt diſ- 
ciplined in Europe, were they to be charged 
by impulſion, and with bayonets fixed. 
by a compact body of troops. 

Alruoben the military eſtabliſhment in 
Pruſha is ſupported with the greateſt care, 
and nothing is neglected that can render 
it complete, yet the whole is managed 
with ſo much economy, that the annual 
1 attending it does not exceed 

« one 


[$a +1 


one million ſeven hundred thouſand ponnds 
ſterling. For this ſum, however, his Pruſ- 
ſian Majeſty has a numerous army, fur- 
niſhed with all the neceffaries for War, 
and always ready to take the field at 
a moment's warning. If we compare 
this ſum with the enormous expences 
with which a declaration of war is ne- 
ceſſarily attended in France, we ſhall 
find that in the latter country they are 
at leaſt two thirds more than they would 
be, were the arrangements adopted frmi- 
lar to thoſe which. have been ſo long 
eſtabliſhed in, Pruſſia, We know that the 
Pruſſian armies are at leaſt equal in num- 
ber to thoſe of France; and yet, if we 
calculate the expences of each, we ſhall 
find that an army of an hundred thou- 
ſand French coſts the government more 
in a ſingle campaign, than a Pruſſian army, 
of the ſame number, does in three, 


THE END. 
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